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Appendix A 

Rally 2026 Consultation Findings Summary Report 

Overview of consultation 

Consultation Period: 26 February – 27 March 2026 

Total Response: 11 online survey responses 

Additional input: 4 emails, 1 in-person meeting attendee, 0 virtual 

meeting attendees 

Breakdown of survey 
responses: 

8 Opposed 

3 supported with changes 

Overall position: Feedback was predominantly opposed to the event proceeding as proposed.  

Concerns focused on noise, park access, environmental impacts and quality of life for residents.  

A smaller number of respondents expressed conditional support subject to changes and stronger 

mitigation measures. 

 

Key Themes – opposition to the event 

a. Noise impacts 

• Concerns about excessive music noise, particularly bass frequencies 

• Reports of disturbance to sleep, home-working and enjoyment of homes 

• Concerns about noise affecting residents beyond formal monitoring locations 

• Frustration about event finishing times and sound checks 

• Concerns regarding cumulative exposure over multiple event days 
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b. Loss of public access and park amenity 

• Objections to large sections of Southwark Park being fenced off 

• Concerns that the event reduces access to valuable green space during summer 

• Perception that festival infrastructure dominates the park environment 

• Concerns regarding impacts on walking, dog exercising and family use of the park 

 

c. Environmental damage and park condition 

• Concerns about damage to grass and soil 

• Concerns regarding ground compaction and long-term deterioration 

• Doubts about the effectiveness of previous reinstatement works 

• Concerns about impacts on wildlife and biodiversity 

d. Anti-social behaviour 

• Reports of noise and disturbance from people arriving at and leaving the event 

• Concerns regarding public urination and street drinking 

• Concerns about crowds gathering in residential areas after the event 

• Worries about illegal street trading and wider community impacts 

 

e. Traffic and congestion 

• Concerns about additional traffic in the area 

• Increased pressure on parking spaces 

• Concerns regarding congestion on surrounding roads and footways 

 

f. Governance, transparency and public value 

• Questions regarding the balance between public benefit and resident impact 

• Requests for greater transparency regarding event income and expenditure 

• Concerns regarding how consultation feedback influences decisions 

• Perception that local residents bear disproportionate impacts 
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g. Health, pollution and litter 

• Concerns about emissions from generators and vehicles 

• Concerns regarding air quality impacts 

• Increased litter associated with festival attendees 

• Requests for stronger environmental controls 

Key themes – requested changes (conditional 
support) 

Respondents who did not object outright proposed several changes: 

• Reduce the duration of the event 

• Reduce the area of park occupied 

• Consider alternative venues or locations 

• Expand eligibility for free and discounted resident tickets 

• Improve transparency regarding financial and community benefits 

• Introduce stronger ground protection and reinstatement measures 

• Further limit vehicle impacts within the park 

• Consider different timings within the year  

 

Council response 

a. Planning, policy and event management framework 

The Council emphasises that outdoor events form part of the approved use of public parks and are 

assessed against policy, licensing requirements and operational controls. Decisions are informed by 

consultation feedback but must also consider legal, policy and wider community considerations.  

 

b. Noise management and control 

The event operates under a Premises Licence containing extensive noise-control requirements. 

Key measures include: 

• Appointment of independent acoustic consultants 

• Production of a Noise Management Plan 
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• Pre-event sound testing 

• Continuous monitoring at residential locations 

• Community hotline for real-time complaints 

• Council access to monitoring data 

• Defined maximum music noise limits 

The Council notes that the 2025 event recorded no breaches of agreed noise limits. Additional 

engagement with residents and operational measures will be used to manage noise concerns in 

2026.  

 

c. Access, duration and park use 

The Council recognises concerns regarding temporary loss of access but notes: 

• The event occupies the site for 17 days, approximately 4.4% of the year 

• The majority of Southwark Park remains available throughout the event period 

• Park facilities including the café, playground, sports facilities and boating lake remain 

accessible 

• The event supports the delivery of Bermondsey Carnival, a free community event 

The Council states that temporary event use is permitted under national planning legislation and 

forms part of the intended use of public parks.  

 

d. Environmental protection and reinstatement 

To minimise environmental impacts: 

• Ground protection trackway is installed where required 

• Tree protection measures are implemented 

• Ecology and wildlife surveys are undertaken 

• Site conditions are assessed before and after the event 

• Financial deposits are retained until reinstatement is completed 

• Parks officers monitor restoration works 

The Council confirms that reinstatement plans are reviewed and enhanced where necessary, 

including soil decompaction and verti-draining.  
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e. Ecology and wildlife 

The Council requires ecological assessments and wildlife surveys before event delivery. 

Previous studies indicated: 

• No significant ecological constraints to event delivery 

• Low risk to protected species when mitigation measures are implemented 

• Appropriate management of lighting, habitats and wildlife sensitivities 

Additional surveys will continue to inform future event planning.  

 

f. Safety, security and anti-social behaviour 

The event is subject to comprehensive safety planning reviewed through the Safety Advisory Group 

(SAG), including: 

• Metropolitan Police 

• London Fire Brigade 

• London Ambulance Service 

• Council emergency planning and community safety teams 

Measures include: 

• Security and stewarding plans 

• Crowd management arrangements 

• Egress management 

• Community hotline reporting 

• Enhanced monitoring of residential areas during event dispersal 

The Council will work with organisers to address concerns regarding crowd behaviour and public 

nuisance.  

 

g. Traffic, transport and movement management 

The Council requires a Traffic Management Plan covering: 

• Vehicle routing 
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• Production traffic management 

• Pedestrian safety measures 

• Stewarding and event signage 

• Temporary parking and access arrangements 

Resident access arrangements and managed transport operations are intended to minimise 

disruption to surrounding areas.  

 

h. Waste management and cleanliness 

The Council requires: 

• A dedicated Waste Management Plan 

• Licensed waste management contractors 

• Litter collection both inside and outside the event site 

• Response arrangements through the community hotline 

• Post-event inspections and sign-off procedures 

The organiser remains responsible for all event-related clean-up activity.  

 

i. Community benefits and social value 

The Council highlights several benefits associated with the event: 

• Free and discounted tickets for local residents 

• Delivery support for Bermondsey Carnival 

• Employment opportunities for local people 

• Opportunities for local businesses and suppliers 

• Economic spending within the local area 

• Support for charities and community organisations 

• Revenue contributing to community events and cultural programmes 

The Council states that income generated through events supports wider cultural and community 

activity across Southwark.  
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j. Governance, transparency and consultation 

The Council acknowledges concerns about transparency and decision-making. 

It emphasises that: 

• Consultation informs decision-making but does not determine outcomes on its own 

• Decisions must remain consistent with policy and legal requirements 

• Feedback is used to shape mitigation measures and event planning 

• The Council will continue to improve communication regarding community benefits and 

event impacts 

 

Conclusion 

The Council believes that the principal issues raised during consultation can be addressed through existing 

licensing requirements, operational controls and additional mitigation measures. 

A further consultation period will be run between 14 July and 28 July 2026 to allow feedback on 

the consultation findings report. Following this period, the Council will determine whether to issue 

an Event Licence for the proposed event. 

The Event Organiser will be hosting two community engagement sessions to support this 

consultation period. 

 

The in-person session will be: 

 

Date: Tuesday 21 July 2026  
Time: 6:30 - 7:45pm 
Venue: Canada Water Library 
RSVP to: community@rallyrallyrally.co.uk to register attendance 
 
The online session will be: 
 
Date:  Wednesday 22 July 2026 
Time: 1pm - 2pm 
Link:  an online meeting link will be forwarded by event organisers 
RSVP to: community@rallyrallyrally.co.uk to register attendance 
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