Disabled People’s Action Forum 16.07.26 Minutes 

Welcome and Introduction 
The forum was opened by KeyRing, who welcomed attendees and outlined the purpose of the meeting.
It was noted that at the previous forum, participants were asked to identify housing-related issues they wished to focus on and specific organisations they would like to hear from. We had 3 speakers along from these organisations today:
JoshyBoyLegacy 
Southwark Group of Tenants Organisations (SGTO) 
London Renters Union
Attendees were also informed that Southwark Council is seeking feedback to help shape its repairs and maintenance policy. A survey has been launched to gather residents’ views on repairs reporting, appointment arrangements, work delivery, and completion of repairs. Completing the survey enters them into a draw to win a £100 voucher:
(300) Project: Southwark Repairs and Maintenance Policy | London Borough of Southwark

Agenda Overview
Presentation from SGTO and forum wide Q&A.
Presentations from Joshyboylegacy and London Renters Union
Short break 
Update from the Housing Working Group
Carousel discussion sessions, allowing attendees to speak with each guest organisation and provide feedback on the future of the forum.
D/deaf discussion over representative for Housing Working Group. 


Southwark Group of Tenants Organisation
Website: Southwark Group of Tenants Organisation
Contacts: Email Joshua@sgto.co.uk or call 0207 639 6718.
Pulled from website: Southwark Group of Tenants Organisation (SGTO) is an independent voluntary organisation representing and promoting the rights of tenants and residents groups in Southwark. 
Key Aim: “Promote the benefit of the inhabitants of Southwark by associating together local authorities, voluntary organisations and residents in a common effort to improve the life of the inhabitants.” 
They can support with:
· Free Support/Advice/Development (e.g: grant applications, banking issues, anything TRA related etc.)
· Free Representation (in disputes with the Council)
· Free Equipment and Games hire to TRAs'
· We campaign for the housing rights of Southwark residents, anything you think is a problem in your community, we want to hear about it.


London Renters Union
Website: London Renters Union | Building the power we need to transform the housing system
Contacts: email lewisham@londonrentersunion.org or call Pete at 07518760782

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/lewishamlru/?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet

Pulled from website: We aim to unite London’s 3 million renters and win better housing for everyone. We want to transform the housing system so that everyone has access to an affordable, secure and decent home. We want a future where we have more free time because housing is cheaper, where working-class people and migrants aren’t pushed to the fringes, and where no-one has to suffer evictions or homelessness.

Peer support meeting:
These happen every other Tuesday. Come for support and advice, and to offer solidarity to your fellow renters. To find out when the next one is please follow our Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/lewishamlru/?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet
 
Joining the union:
You can join the London Renters union at the following address: Join us | London Renters Union There are suggested monthly payments to be a member, but if these are too much you can specify your own amount. All funds go towards supporting the union's work and ensuring its continuing independence.

JoshyBoyLegacy
Website: https://joshyboylegacy.co.uk/ 
Contacts: Email info@joshyboylegacy.co.uk or book in a chat here Select a Date & Time - Calendly

What We Do
· Housing advice and guidance. i.e Aid and adaptation in Social housing and private sector.
· SEND navigation.
· Welfare benefits information.
· Signposting and referrals.
· Community wellbeing and peer support.
Where We Can Help
· Understanding the housing process & managing expectation
· Explaining housing allocation & Accessible housing process.
· Preparing evidence & reporting changes in circumstances.
· Referrals to specialist legal services where required.

Housing Working Group Update 
Update on the work of the Housing Working Group, that they had met 3 times and decided the original focus was going to be Housing allocation.
Also looking at governance and decided this is something we need to bring to, and decide with, the wider forum. Potentially working alongside Community Southwark for this. 

Carousel Discussion Sessions 
Attendees participated in a series of 15-minute rotating discussion sessions.
Facilitators included:
London Renters Union
JoshyBoyLegacy
Keir (KeyRing)
Keir facilitated discussions on the future of the forum, gathering feedback on how attendees would like future forums to be structured and developed.

Closing Remarks
Attendees were thanked for their participation.
Participants were also reminded to complete the feedback forms available on their tables, as responses are reviewed and used to inform future forum planning.
BSL users were asked to remain at their tables after the close of the meeting for a brief discussion regarding the working group.

BSL Discussion
Discussion around deciding on a ‘D/deaf working group representative’, who would attend the Housing working group and share thoughts of D/deaf community. We have a BSL user (not interpreter) who can translate, however this means we would currently only be able to allocate space for 1 representative. 
Discussion around what this would entail, and names taken for those interested in this role. 


