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Introduction

This report is produced in response to both written and verbal feedback received during the
consultation period.

We acknowledge that consultation findings reports can be lengthy and not perhaps easily
accessible to some readers. A summary report is therefore included as Appendix A.

This report is intended to be a digital document. A print-friendly version of the report can be
made available for readers who prefer to read offline. To request a copy of the report for printing,
please contact: events@southwark.gov.uk

The full set of original consultation documents are available to view on the council’s Consultation
and Engagement platform:

www.southwark.qov.uk/RALLY-2026

The consultation documents set out proposals for the event promoter, Assembled GALA Ltd, to
deliver a four-day event as follows:

Onsite: Thursday 20 August — Thursday 27 August 08:00 — 20:00
Piano People: Friday 28 August 14:00 — 22:30

RALLY: Saturday 29 August 12:00 — 22:30

Body Movements: Sunday 30 August 12:00 — 22:30

Bermondsey Carnival: Monday 31 August 13:00 — 21:00

Offsite: Tuesday 1 September - Saturday 5 September 08:00 -20:00

Consultation:

This consultation took place between Thursday 26 February and Friday 27 March 2026.

e The consultation was primarily carried out using an online survey on the council’s
Consultation and Engagement hub.

Four people responded by email to events@southwark.gov.uk

One person attended the in-person consultation meeting

There were no attendees for the online virtual consultation meeting

No responses were recorded by telephone
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Email

2 Submitted by residents who also submitted same feedback on community hub

1 Submitted by resident on email only

1 Submitted by resident who queried dates and type of paper used for the notices —
resolved in email thread and not further feedback about the events was received

Community engagement meeting

A community session was held on Wednesday 11 March 2026 at Canada Water Library, 21
Surrey Quays Road, SE16 7AR. There was one attendee.

Community Virtual meeting

An online virtual meeting was held on Thursday 12 March between 13:00 — 14:00. There were
no attendees

The council’s Consultation Hub (online survey)

A total of 11 responses were received online

8 respondents have indicated that they do not want the event to go ahead

3 respondents indicated that they do want the event to go ahead subject to some
changes being made

Section A

Summary of feedback from those not wanting the event to go ahead

1. Noise nuisance (including bass, monitoring area, community hotline)

Excessive noise — question if being monitored on site

Noise pollution ruining sleep and unable to enjoy home

Residents close to park experience sound distortion and heavy bass sounds

Noise impact on Friday afternoon impacts working from home

Concerned about continual exposure to loud sound over 4 days

Questions sound levels experienced by residents in high rise apartments beyond the
sound monitoring points

¢ Noise impact mitigated by closing window, but new build apartment heats up
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e Goes on too late
e General negative impact relating to sound from the event site

2. Duration on site and loss of park access

e Access to park to walk dogs is impacted by volume of people coming onto park

o Festival Site blocks access and enjoyment of the park for locals and families at the height of
the summer

¢ Blighted by the sight of 3m-high steel-shield barricade

¢ Not a good use of the park

e Loss of access to the North of the park every August Bank Holiday, and for a two-week
duration

3. Environmental Damage

Areas of grass destroyed / damaged

Reinstatement is insufficient with area of ground muddy, bare, or sparsely covered in grass
Local wildlife traumatised from loud music

Pollution form vehicles and diesel generators — impacting park users and residents
Damages the park

4. Antisocial Behaviour

e Public urination on residents’ properties and public highway

e Groups gathering pre- and post- festival outside residential properties — drinking, playing
music

¢ lllegal Street Trading with vendor/s setting up on private land

e General concerns around risk of antisocial behaviour

e [Egress crowds in the area for over an hour impacting residents — general noise, partying
and antisocial behaviour

5. Traffic and Congestion

¢ Increase in traffic in the area
e Parking in residential areas/resident only bays with no parking enforcement working

6. Governance, Fairness, Transparency

e Confusion around the two maps and map keys in the consultation documents
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¢ Questioned why Bermondsey Carnival, a free event for all residents ends at 9pm

¢ Questioned the duration the Consultation Signs were put up for in Southwark Park and
suitability of the paper they were printed on

¢ Felt the community benéefits listed were of no benefit to local resident

o Benefits listed could also be achieved by music festivals held in local music venues which
are struggling, or sports stadiums

¢ Allowing festival to go ahead will go against commitments made in Outdoor Event Policy
such as health, environment, keeping you safe, investing in communities and supporting
families

e Concerns raised around fact residents’ complaints are being dismissed

7. Health and Pollution

o Festival will create an unhealthy environment from the pollution of all the vehicles and
generators

e Concern raised around the carcinogenic particulates from diesel generators which also go
against Mayor’s policy

8. Litter

e General increase in litter in streets because of the festival goers
e General increase of litter in the park because of festival goers especially after egress

Section B

Council’s response to Section A

1. Noise nuisance (including bass, monitoring area, community hotline)

This event is subject a Premises Licence (number 886557) in relation to the provision of regulated
entertainment.

The Premises Licence places extensive and specific duties on event organisers to ensure noise is
controlled, monitored, communicated and managed before, during and after events. These
obligations directly support the Licensing Act 2003 objective “to prevent public nuisance”.

In relation to noise, the licence for this event permits:
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The sound levels and how they are monitored are detailed in the Rally — Joynes Nash, Acoustic
Consultant, Noise Observation Report 2025. This document is accessed on the Southwark
Community Consultation and Engagement Hub. A link to this website is below.

Project: Major scale commercial event application - RALL... | London Borough of Southwark

Live Music (indoors and outdoors):

Monday 11:00 — 22:00
Wednesday 11:00 — 22:30
Thursday 11:00 — 22.30
Friday 11:00 — 22:30
Saturday 11:00 — 22:30
Sunday 11:00 — 22:00

Recorded music (indoors and outdoors):

Monday 11:00 — 22:00
Wednesday 11:00 — 22:30
Thursday 11:00 — 22.30
Friday 11:00 — 22:30
Saturday 11:00 — 22:30
Sunday 11:00 — 22:00

Performance of dance (indoors and outdoors):

Monday 11:00 — 22:00
Wednesday 11:00 — 22:30
Thursday 11:00 — 22.30
Friday 11:00 — 22:30
Saturday 11:00 — 22:30
Sunday 11:00 — 22:00

Films (indoors and outdoors):

Monday 11:00 — 22:00
Wednesday 11:00 — 22:30
Thursday 11:00 — 22.30
Friday 11:00 — 22:30
Saturday 11:00 — 22:30
Sunday 11:00 — 22:00

Entertainment like live/recorded music (indoors and outdoors)

Monday 11:00 — 22:00
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Wednesday 11:00 — 22:30
Thursday 11:00 — 22.30

Friday 11:00 — 22:30
Saturday 11:00 — 22:30
Sunday 11:00 — 22:00

The finish times of 10:30pm for the commercial events are the same for other events of this nature
taking place in Southwark and across London.

The conditions attached to the Premises Licence for this event relating to noise management are:

e 316 - No waste glass or similar items shall be disposed of (“bottling out”) between the
hours of 20:00 — 08:00

e 323 - The Premises Licence Holder will ensure that reqular checks are to be carried out
at a distance of 1m from the fagade of the nearest noise sensitive locations to the event
(e.g. houses, residential homes, churches as described in the NMP) to monitor the
noise and ensure that the limits agreed are not exceeded.

e 357 - The ESMP will include details on the following subjects: Event Risk Assessments,
Event Schedule, Site Plan, Fire Risk Assessment, Security & Crowd Management Plan,
Drugs Policy, Alcohol Management Plan, Traffic Management Plan, Egress / Dispersal
Plan, Waste Management Plan, Medical Management Plan, Adverse Weather Plan,
Crisis Communication Plan, Noise Management Plan, Sanitation Plan, Child
Welfare/Vulnerable Persons Policy. These documents will be ‘living documents’ which
will be reviewed and revised in the planning phases of the events.

e 377 - The PLH will be required to employ a Noise Management Consultant who shall
produce a Noise Management Plan (NMP).

e 378 - The Noise Management Consultant will carry out a test of the noise sources prior
to the event. The tests shall be conducted at 1m from the fagcade of the nearest noise
sensitive premises.

e 379 - The PLH will ensure an officer from Environmental Protection Team (EPT) is

invited to the proposed sound tests prior to the event (preferably one day before the
event).

e 380 - The PLH shall ensure that all reasonable requests from the Council Officers are
complied with.
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e 381 - At least one week prior to the beginning of the event, a leaflet drop is to be made
to households in the immediate area. The leaflet is to include a timetable and
description of each performance and the contact telephone numbers.

e 382 - The PLH should ensure that the music noise level limits proposed in the noise
management plan are not exceeded during the event.

e 383 - The volume of all sound equipment on site shall be the responsibility of the Noise
Management Consultant appointed by the PLH.

e 384 - No additional sound equipment (other than that described in the ESMP/NMP)
shall be used on site without the prior agreement of the council's EPT and the
appointed Noise Management Consultant.

e 385 - The appointed Noise Management Consultant shall continually monitor noise
levels at the sound mixer position and instruct the sound engineer accordingly to
ensure that the above noise limits are not exceeded. The Council shall have access to
the results of the noise monitoring at any time.

e 386 - The Noise Management Plan (NMP) will need to be agreed with Southwark EPT
no later than 14 days prior to any event taking place.

e 346 - Public access to the area of the park that this licence specifies during build and
break periods, access will be restricted. Sound checks may take place in advance of
the event with permission from the local authority

¢ In relation to condition 346, the Event Organiser will be applying to run a series of
sound checks — the schedule for these will be confirmed in the run-up to the event and
communicated in a resident information letter should the event proceed.

In addition to the conditions of the Premises Licence, a summary of the key conditions detailed in
Southwark’s Outdoor Event Policy in relation to noise management are:

Compliance with Council Instructions: Organisers must follow all directions issued by the
Council’'s Noise Team and Environmental Health officers.

Public Contact Details: Organisers must provide two complaint contact numbers—one being a
staffed mobile number available throughout the live event.

Noise Monitoring: Noise levels must be checked regularly at nearby residential properties and other
sensitive locations to ensure compliance with required limits.
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Appointment of a Noise Consultant (for larger events) Events with 2,000+ attendees must appoint
a qualified noise consultant to complete pre-event sound tests and oversee on-site noise
management.

Resident Notification A leaflet drop must be completed at least one week in advance, outlining
event information and complaint contact numbers.

Control of Audio Equipment All sound systems must be managed by the appointed noise
consultant. No additional equipment may be used without prior approval from the Council and the
consultant.

Continuous Monitoring at the Mixer Position The consultant must monitor levels continuously and
instruct engineers to remain within permitted limits. The Council may request access to monitoring
data at any time.

Adherence to Technical Noise Standards Events must comply with the Council’s broader planning-
related noise requirements set out in the Technical Guidance for Noise.

The Event Organiser has the responsibility to assess the anticipated impact of noise from their
event and will contract a specialist noise consultant who will produce the site-specific Noise
Management Plan (NMP).

The Event Organiser’s noise monitoring contractor for 2026 is Joynes Nash who have extensive
experience consulting for Event Organisers delivering this type and scale of event and previous
experience working in Southwark Park.

The Rally Noise Monitoring report for 2025 as noted earlier in the report is published on the
Southwark Community and Engagement Hub for public review.

Southwark Council’s Environmental Protection Team, work with event organisers in advance to
agree which artists may operate close to the maximum permitted sound levels as ‘headliner’ slots.

The Event Organiser will manage all five of their stages to slowly increase the sound levels to
reflect the number of attendees on site and work towards the maximum sound levels given in the
licence for the agreed headliner slots. This is to minimise the duration for permitted sound at the
highest levels during the live event period.

Noise sensitive premises must be identified in the NMP and maximum decibel (dB) levels allowed
at the nearest noise sensitive premises are agreed by the council. The decibel levels for this event
would be: LAeq, 15min 75 dB.

These decibel limits are usually set in line with other similar outdoor venues across London — eg.
Peckham Rye Park (Southwark), Burgess Park (Southwark), Morden Park (Merton), Brockwell
Park (Lambeth), Streatham Common (Lambeth), Victoria Park (Tower Hamlets), Shoreditch Park
(Hackney), Hackney Marshes (Hackney), Three Mills Green (Newham), Lloyd Park (Walthamstow).
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The set noise monitoring points for this event would be:

e MP1 — Matson House, Slippers Place

e MP2 - Arica House, Slippers Place

e MP3 — Moreton House, Slippers Place

e MP4 - 254 Jamaica Road

e MP5 - 281 Jamaica Road

e MP6 — Pilgrim House, 16 Mayflower Street
e MP7 — Mariner House, 17 Rupack Street

e MP8 — Neptune Street

e MP9 -1 1to4 Ann Moss Way

¢ MP10 - 64 to 68 Ann Moss Way

This event has taken place in Southwark Park previously and the Event Organiser has not been
held in breach of any of the Premises Licence conditions relating to noise, at any point to date.

In the final noise monitoring report submitted by Joynes Nash for the 2025 event, it details that no
noise readings at any monitoring point exceeded the sound levels granted in the Premises Licence

Section 7 Conclusion

The event producers and their technical advisors were committed to ensuring that the event took
place whilst maintaining an acceptable balance between the needs of the community, the venue,
and the audience.

Music Noise Levels and in particular the low frequency content were controlled throughout the
event and there were no known breaches of the permitted noise limits, and levels remained
comfortably below the 75dB limit at all times in all locations. The community impact was low as
could be achieved given the constraints of the site.

At each external sound monitoring point the sound levels recorded were within the permitted levels.
Responding to feedback from one resident that sound levels are louder for residents living at
height: it is likely that the event noise is perceived to be more impactful for those who are less
impacted by daily noise such as passing traffic. Where residents are further away from the noise
source, the sound naturally dissipates, although wind activity makes this process unpredictable.

Based on the recorded sound levels of 65-75 dBA at the nearest residential monitoring points, as
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set out above, it is unlikely that exposure over four consecutive event days, for up to 10.5 hours per
day, would present a significant risk of hearing damage for most people. While duration of
exposure is relevant, the overall level is an important factor: the risk of noise-induced hearing
damage increases much more significantly at higher sound levels, particularly where exposure
exceeds 85 dBA.

30 dBA: Broadcasting studios, recording booths, and quiet libraries.

40 dBA: Quiet suburban areas at night, or empty conference rooms.

45-50 dBA: Typical ambient room noise, light office environments, or living rooms.
55-65 dBA: Normal conversational speech, standard classrooms, or active communal
areas.

65dBA: Generally regarded as very safe for prolonged exposure

70 dBA: City traffic, busy restaurants, or a vacuum cleaner.

75dBA: Sill below levels typically associated with noise-induced hearing loss from
recreational exposure

85 dBA: The threshold for maximum safe workplace noise exposure for an 8-hour period.

Reporting noise nuisance:

The noise consultants (Joynes Nash) will respond to anyone who contacts a dedicated
community hotline number and attends their location to take a noise reading. The
community hotline number will be communicated to local residents by way of an
information leaflet which will be delivered at least two weeks prior to the event taking
place, if the event goes ahead.

The community hotline number will operate on build and break days from 08:00 to 20:00
and on event live days it will be open 1 hour prior to the event start time and 1 hour post
event close. All calls received (and messages left) outside of these hours will be
responded to should the resident have an urgent issue outside of the operated hours we
would encourage them to report the issue to the Council's Noise and Nuisance by
phoning: 0207 525 5777 or emailing: noiseandnuisance@southwark.gov.uk.

The Event Organiser’s noise monitoring team will have a direct line of communication to
the council’s Noise and Nuisance team to jointly monitor and respond to complaints when
required.

The Noise and Nuisance Team operates under the Environmental Protection Act 1990
and can only act where noise amounts to a statutory nuisance—meaning it unreasonably
and substantially interferes with the use of a home or affects health.
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e Where an event is compliant with licence conditions and agreed noise management
controls, it is less likely that a legal threshold would be met. In these circumstances, the
team would not take enforcement action, although complaints would still be recorded and
considered as part of a post-event review.

e The council’s Noise Nuisance team can be contacted by phoning: 0207 525 5777 or
emailing: noiseandnuisance@southwark.gov.uk but please note that the quickest way to
address noise issues in real time is to call the dedicated community hotline
number.

e Both the Event Organiser and the council’s Noise and Nuisance team can also be
contacted on build and break days. People experiencing noise nuisance from activity
associated with event production activity can report it.

e Feedback from this consultation has highlighted the noise impact of festival gatherers
pre- and post-event. As such the Southwark Events team will work with the Event
Organisers to put in place additional measures to ensure crowds gathering outside
residential properties in the immediate vicinity of the park are asked to move on. If the
event goes ahead, the Event Organisers will be asked to emphasise in the resident’s
letter that if residents are experiencing this issue to contact the Community Hotline
number and report it. SIA security staff will be asked to attend the location and ask the
group to move on.

e When assessing noise impact, the Council acknowledges the varying sensitivities of
residents and considers these in determining the level of disturbance an event may
cause.

2. Duration on site and loss of park access

Event duration:

The 17 days that this event would occupy the site for equates to 4.40% of the calendar year.
This means that the park would be available for usual use during the remaining 349 days,
notwithstanding a selection of smaller community and cultural events scheduled throughout the
year.

It is acknowledged that the 17 days where the Event Organisers propose to be on site are during

the school summer holidays. Most of the park space, as well as all of its amenities (café,
playground, tennis courts, cricket cages, green gym, sports centre, boating lake) would remain
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accessible for park users to use, which can support anticipated activities such as dog-walking,
picnics etc.

The Event Organisers are also supporting the Bermondsey Carnival, which is free to attend and
geared towards local children, young people and families, with thousands in attendance.

Loss of park access

Southwark Park is a public amenity space, which is intended to be used for a mixture of
recreational and community activities, including hosting events. Outdoor events in Southwark
are well known to support and celebrate diversity and culture, and the council strives to facilitate
a varied and well-managed outdoor events programme for the benefit of local people.

To help achieve this, a range of community benefits are agreed with this Event Organiser,
should the event go ahead:

Community Benefits:

Free and discounted resident tickets were offered for RALLY, Body
Movements and Piano People.

Free Tickets

Free tickets were available to households directly bordering the north side of
the park. Discounted tickets were offered to residents living in the
Bermondsey/Rotherhithe area.

RALLY:
50 x free tickets and 250 x discounted tickets were distributed to residents.
Tickets were over 50% discounted from the final general sale price.

73 x free tickets were distributed to local charities and organisations.

Piano People:
20 x free tickets and 100 x discounted tickets were distributed to residents.
Tickets were 50% discounted from the final general sale price.

Body Movements:
50 x free tickets and 104 x discounted tickets were distributed to residents.
Discounted tickets cost £25 + bf.

Bermondsey Carnival:
Free to enter
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Local

Employment & Social Economic Benefits

The event series generated c. £1.5m in induced local economic benefit. This is driven
by e.g. wages, staff and customer local spending, procurements spending and revenue
of local traders and vendors.

One Circle Events is a Southwark borough-based business who operates the bars. Of
the staff who worked over the weekend 22% live in an SE postcode and in addition 8%
live within a two-mile radius of the park.

Ticket Scanners - 66% of our staff live in an SE postcode.

Our artist liaison team and production team, RALLY internal team and freelancers were
all London based (mostly east and southeast).

Several of our other production suppliers were also South London based, including
lighting and sound.

Money Generated for Local Charities

Over £2,134 was raised for Southwark Day Centre for Asylum Seekers (SDCAS) in
one day through donations on site using contactless payment systems. Moment’s
Live has raised £56,000 for SDCAS across two event series in Southwark since 2021

RALLY also provides charities with opportunities to generate revenue from the event.
The BOSCOFFEE ran their coffee stand at every event across the weekend. They
made c. £3,000 in sales.

BOSCOFFEE is BOSCO youth college’s (on Jamaica road) initiative which provides
you people with learning difficulties internship opportunities and business
development skills — by running a coffee trailer and cafe.

Body Movements raised £10,106.10 for London Trans+ Pride & Medical Aid for
Palestinians in 2025.

Bermondsey Carnival

The RALLY Festival series also supports the Bermondsey Carnival, a free community festival on
the Bank Holiday Monday geared to local families.

Bermondsey Carnival 2025:
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Locals found the 2025 edition the best in over a decade with over 8,000 attendees throughout
the day, up more than 40% from 2024.

46 local artists participated and 16 local traders, with Tai Chi and steel pan workshops, football
training and a dedicated DJ/Dance tent.

Loss of Public Amenity Space:

The area of park designated as the Event Site would not be accessible for ‘usual use’ for a
period of 17 days. A map showing the event site is available to view on the council’s
engagement hub.

Appendix B shows two site maps. One map shows the use of the full event site to be used for
the commercial ticketed events and the second map a reduced area of the event site which
shows the area to be used for Bermondsey Carnival.

The decision to permit an event use of a designated space depends on how much space will
still be available for other park users, and how many days the event would take up compared to
the number of days left in the year.

The proposed event space takes up approx. 24% of all publicly accessible space — considering
both the North and South sides of the park, as they are physically connected and the South side
can accommodate the various activities that would take place on the North side, ie. picnics,
games, jogging, sports, dog walking etc. Please note that the % calculation is made by using
the council’s ‘Southwark Maps’ software and is only intended to be approximate. Buildings,
sports facilities such as the tennis courts, bowls green and stadium and the Lake within the park
have not been included in the calculation as these areas are not accessible for what would be
classed as ‘usual’ park activities.

Under Part 4, Class B of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development
(GPD)) (England) Order 2015 (GPDO), land can be used for a different temporary purpose for
up to 28 days in any calendar year without applying for planning permission. This right is widely
used to support events and festivals to take place across the UK in outdoor spaces.

It is acknowledged that the 17 days fall within the school summer holidays, but a majority of the
park and all the facilities within the park (café, playground, cricket nets, cricket wicket, tennis
courts) would remain accessible for park users.

Habitual use:

It is understood that some park users prefer to use the North side of the park. It is unavoidable
that some park users would be required to adjust their use of the Park during this Event.
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However, given that there will still be a high percentage of publicly accessible green space in
this location that would remain available throughout, we anticipate most people would be able to
carry out their preferred activities as usual.

Steel shield fencing:

This event requires the installation of a steel-shield fencing perimeter as both a safety and
privacy requirement. It is necessary to manage people both inside and outside of the event
space and to protect equipment and infrastructure within the event space.

We acknowledge for many park users the steel shield fence line is imposing. The steel shield is
finished in green to blend with the outdoor environment. The Event Organisers have also been
instructed to review the intended placement of the fencing to ensure no infringement on exterior
pathways, and to leave as much space as possible from these pathways so that their use
remains unaffected.

The requirement to have steel shield is a condition of both the Premise Licence and Event
Permit - on the basis that safety and security of site and public must be preserved.

The event creates an ingress and egress plan. This plan is supported by SIA security who
monitor the key ingress and egress entrances to the park. When observed or reported, SIA ask
the people gathering on pavements near residential homes to move on. Residents are also
able to phone the community hotline to report festival related issues — the hotline is operational
for an hour after the Event closes. For issues outside of those hours, residents should call the
Council’'s Noise and Nuisance team as previously set out; should they be concerned that a
crime might be happening, they should call 999.

3. Environmental Damage

Impact on park:

A map of the event site footprint is available to see on the council’'s engagement hub.

Several council teams are involved in the assessment of event plans: Events, Parks,
Arboriculture and Ecology teams liaise with the Event Organiser to ensure that any potential
impacts on the park are minimised.

The event organisers are required to undertake the following surveys each year:

e Ecology — Wildlife Survey
e Lighting Survey
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Site protection, damage and reinstatement:

The Event Organiser must be compliant with the terms and conditions of their hire agreement,
the stipulations set out in the council’s Outdoor Events Policy and the Events Environmental
Sustainability Guide in relation to site protection.

The Event organiser will:

e Use ground protection (trakway) around the event site where instructed to do so by the
council’'s Parks team

e Produce tree protection method statements and implement tree protection measures
ahead of any installation of event infrastructure on site. The council’s Arboriculture team
will need to agree to any activity that has the potential to impact on them

e Schedule a specialist reinstatement company to commence works (if required) as soon
practicably possible once all event items have been removed from site

e Manage their suppliers and contractors robustly when installing and extracting items of
event infrastructure

e Commission independent ecology surveys if instructed to do so by the council’s Ecology
team

Before the event would begin its Build operation, Events and Parks Officers would meet with
the Event Organiser to assess site conditions. Photographs would be taken of each section
of the ground within the event site footprint and on routes to the site, for the purpose of
establishing what damage (if any) has happened whilst the event has been on site. All
damage attributed to the event will need to be fully reinstated by the Event Organiser to the
satisfaction of the council’'s Parks management team.

Appropriate reinstatement is a condition of the Events Licence, and a ground deposit is taken
from the Event Organiser in advance of the event taking place. The deposit is held until all
reinstatement works have been carried out to the satisfaction of the council’'s Parks
management team.

If the event takes place, the reinstatement company contracted to undertake works this year
will be attending site with the Event Organiser and Parks and Events officers to assess any
damage on Monday 7 September 2026 and a reinstatement plan will be agreed and then
actioned as quickly as possible. Details of the reinstatement plan will be circulated to key
stakeholders so that all parties are aware of the works to be carried out and the timeline for
completion.

All areas of ground reinstatement will be monitored by Southwark’s Parks Management Team
and Southwark’s Events Team. Any areas where the ground is showing poor response to
initial reinstatement measures will be reviewed and additional measures undertaken by the
reinstatement company at the request of Southwark’s Parks / Events Teams. Further

www.southwark.gov.uk/followus southwark.gov.uk | 18


https://www.southwark.gov.uk/culture-and-sport/organise-event-southwark/hire-outdoor-space-southwark
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2024-09/Events%20Environmental%20Sustainability%20Guide%202023%20-%2024.pdf
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2024-09/Events%20Environmental%20Sustainability%20Guide%202023%20-%2024.pdf

measures to de-compact the ground, such as Verti-draining, will also be included in the
reinstatement programme where required.

Ground protection trackway would be installed before any heavy vehicle movement could
take place on site. Heavy vehicles would be instructed to stay on set trackway paths, and in
accordance with the event’s Traffic Management Plan — which details the operating
conditions within which Event staff or their contractors must follow, for example, relating to
5mph speed limits and measures for preserving public safety and the condition of the Park
and its assets, as well as any other ground protection measures.

Grass tyres must be used on all plant vehicles and machinery that must move across
grassed areas.

Environmental impact:

The Event Organiser must comply with the council’s Events Environmental Sustainability
Guide.

The Event Organiser will be required to employ an Ecological Consultant to carry out
whichever wildlife or ecological surveys are deemed necessary by the council’s Parks and/or
Ecology team.

The 2025 Ecology reports were undertaken by Bee Wise Eco. They undertook a Bird
Nesting Survey and Bat Activity Survey Report on the 17 August 2025, available to view on
the councils Engagement Hub of which their findings were

In conclusion, the 2025 bird and bat surveys confirm no significant ecological

constraints to the RALLY event proceeding at Southwark Park. With the

application of sensitive lighting design, adherence to noise limits, protection

of stag beetle habitats, and consideration of urban mammals, the event is

unlikely to give rise to significant ecological impacts or breach wildlife legislation. (p.17, link
above)

Any tree work, such as pruning or lifting of branches, would need to be pre-agreed by the
council’s Arboriculture team. The Event Organiser is required to provide a tree protection
plan to the council’s Arboriculture team which must be agreed before they can move on to
site.

It is acknowledged that larger events have a bigger environmental impact compared to other
events that take place in the borough; however, there will be plans in place to minimise these
impacts and that they are relative and robust.

There will be no idling of engines from stationary vehicles on site (with some exceptions for
chilled goods vehicles).
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The Event Organiser will provide emissions data to the council as part of a post-event
evaluation report.

4. Antisocial Behaviour

Event Security:

The Event Operators are required to provide an Event Safety Management Plan (ESMP) that
must be agreed by Southwark’s Safety Advisory Group (SAG). The SAG includes
representatives from the council’'s Emergency Planning and Community Safety teams, the
Metropolitan Police, the London Ambulance Service and the London Fire Brigade. The ESMP
must include appropriate event risk assessments and fire risk assessments.

The event will not go ahead unless all members of the SAG are satisfied with final event
plans.

The Event Organiser would have to comply with the safety and security conditions attached
to their Premises Licence. Those conditions include:

e 356 - An event and site-specific Event Safety Management Plan (ESMP) will be
developed and shared with the Licensing Authority and SAG.

e 357 - The ESMP will include details on the following subjects: Event Risk
Assessments, Event Schedule, Site Plan, Fire Risk Assessment, Security & Crowd
Management Plan, Drugs Policy, Alcohol Management Plan, Traffic Management
Plan, Egress / Dispersal Plan, Waste Management Plan, Medical Management
Plan, Adverse Weather Plan, Crisis Communication Plan, Noise Management Plan,
Sanitation Plan, Child Welfare/Vulnerable Persons Policy. These documents will be
living documents’ which will be reviewed and revised in the planning phases of the
events.

e 358 - The premises will be run in accordance with the event management plan
submitted

e 359 - A suitable and experienced security and stewarding company will be
appointed to ensure public safety and to prevent crime and disorder.
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e 360 - The ESMP Security & Crowd Management Plan (CMP) will outline the
number, position and roles of the Security and Stewarding staff working at the
event.

e 367 - An event and site-specific Risk Assessment (RA) and Fire Risk Assessment
(FRA) will be undertaken and implemented.

e 373 - Stewards and Marshals will be deployed to manage the egress phase of the
events. These Stewards and Marshals will wear Hi-Visibility tabards. The number,
role and position of these staff will be detailed in the ESMP.

e 356 - An event and site-specific Event Safety Management Plan (ESMP) will be
developed and shared with the Licensing Authority and SAG.

o 357 - The ESMP will include details on the following subjects: Event Risk
Assessments, Event Schedule, Site Plan, Fire Risk Assessment, Security & Crowd
Management Plan, Drugs Policy, Alcohol Management Plan, Traffic Management
Plan, Egress / Dispersal Plan, Waste Management Plan, Medical Management
Plan, Adverse Weather Plan, Crisis Communication Plan, Noise Management Plan,
Sanitation Plan, Child Welfare/Vulnerable

e Persons Policy. These documents will be ‘living documents’ which will be reviewed
and revised in the planning phases of the events.

e 358 - The premises will be run in accordance with the event management plan
submitted

e 359 - A suitable and experienced security and stewarding company will be
appointed to ensure public safety and to prevent crime and disorder.

e 360 - The ESMP Security & Crowd Management Plan (CMP) will outline the
number, position and roles of the Security and Stewarding staff working at the
event.

e 367 - An event and site-specific Risk Assessment (RA) and Fire Risk Assessment
(FRA) will be undertaken and implemented.

e 373 - Stewards and Marshals will be deployed to manage the egress phase of the
events. These Stewards and Marshals will wear Hi-Visibility tabards. The number,
role and position of these staff will be detailed in the ESMP.

Crowd Noise Disturbance:
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The feedback received this year has given specific areas where noise occurs as crowds
arrive and leave which impacts on residents. As such we will work with the Event Organisers
to brief external SIA staff to monitor the areas and encourage people to move on and be
mindful of the residents. We will also ask Event Organisers to place signage up asking event
goers to be respectful of residents as they leave and keep the noise down.

The Resident’s Information Letter will have key information for residents to call the
community hotline so Event Organisers can be made aware of any gathering groups who
might be coming to or from the festival. The organisers can then arrange for suitable SIA
Security staff to attend and disperse safely.

Public Urination:

The Event Organisers will be asked to review their external toilet provision and locations to
ensure they are best placed.

They will also be asked to review the number of SIA deployed to manage the egress route
and look to implement post event sweeps around the perimeter of the event site and along
key egress routes. This will help in moving gathering crowds to transport hubs and further
public toilets.

lllegal Street Trading:

We are working closely with the Trading Standards, Street Trading and Enforcement teams
to ensure a robust and swift response to illegal Street Traders at outdoor events. If Event
Staff see illegal street trading, or other signs of criminal activity they will contact the police,
who have the powers to disburse, issue fines or confiscate goods.

5. Traffic and Congestion

Traffic Management Plan

The concerns regarding increased traffic and congestion are acknowledged. Events of this
scale generate additional footfall and transport demand. The Event Organisers have
contracted a dedicated Traffic Management team and will implement measures to manage
traffic and ease congestion, such as active stewarding and marshalling, a designated routing
and holding for production vehicles at the busiest times, and appropriate events signage to
minimise congestion impacts on surrounding streets and ensure pedestrian safety.
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Parking Restrictions

Soft road closures with resident-only access permits will be reinstated on Cullin Road, Ann
Moss Way, and Gomm Road, mirroring the 2024 arrangements, and learning from
feedback following the 2025 event.

A selection of parking bays along Carriage Drive will be suspended to facilitate HGV access
to the event site and to function as a taxi Pick-Up and Drop-off point (PUDO). This follows
the same arrangement as in previous years, which has worked well.

6. Governance, Fairness, Transparency

Transparency of income and public value

While the council’'s Events team cannot share details of the commercial site hire fees generated
from individual events due to commercial sensitivity, the council recognises the importance of
transparency and accountability in demonstrating the public value that events deliver.

Income generated from events supports:

* the Cultural Celebrations Fund programme, which will support 17 free community events across
Southwark in 2026-27 with £94,900 of funding

* the operational costs of the Events Service, which supports the safe and responsible planning
and delivery of up to 100 community, charity and not-for-profit events annually in Southwark

This approach ensures that income from commercial events is reinvested into wider community
benefits, enabling access to free and inclusive cultural activity across the borough.

The council will continue to communicate how income is used and how events contribute to
broader community, cultural outcomes for local people.

Responding to a resident’s feedback that this event proposal goes against the council’s
commitments in the Outdoor Events Policy: such as ‘A healthy environment’, ‘Keeping you safe’,
‘Investing in communities’ and ‘Supporting families’.

The Outdoor Events Policy, adopted in 2019 and updated most recently in 2023, supports the
Council Delivery Plan (2022-26) and its commitments, which are set out across the following
themes:

- Transforming our borough
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- Athriving and inclusive economy
- A healthy environment

- Quality, affordable homes

- Keeping you safe

- Investing in communities

- Supporting families

The Council recognises that the benefits generated by major outdoor events are not experienced
equally and that residents living closest to event sites are often the most directly affected by the
disruption that such events can bring. The consultation process provides an opportunity for these
concerns to be formally recorded and carefully considered. It helps the Council understand the
nature and extent of potential impacts and identify where mitigation measures may be appropriate
and practicable. Ultimately, these impacts are weighed alongside the anticipated social, cultural
and economic benefits that these events are expected to deliver for Southwark residents and
communities more broadly.

7. Health and Pollution

The Council recognises concerns around emissions from generators and has clear expectations in
place to minimise their use and impact. Event organisers are required to prioritise mains or grid
power wherever this is available, and where generators are necessary, we advocate that these
must be modern low emission units appropriately sized to demand and operated only when
needed. Organisers are also expected to take steps to reduce overall power consumption, consider
alternative technologies such as hybrid or battery systems, and comply with London wide Non-
Road Mobile Machinery (NRMM) emissions standards. These requirements are supported through
the Council’'s Events Environmental Sustainability Guide and are monitored through the Safety
Advisory Group process and Environmental Protection oversight, including site inspections where
appropriate. As such the Event Organiser will always look to minimise their use of power in the first
instance and to use the most environmentally friendly power system(s) available to them.

In 2024, the Event Organisers reduced the quantity of generators, whilst increasing the amount of
cabling/distribution. This optimises diesel usage and efficiency of generators and reduces the areas
of pollution.

In 2025, the Event Organisers used a battery set up for the build and break set up, massively
reducing any fuel usage during the set up and de-rig phases.
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This year, the Event Organisers will use a battery set up throughout the whole event period with
generators attached as a back-up, creating a hybrid set up.

8. Litter

The Event Organiser must be compliant with any waste management conditions that are attached
to their Premises Licence.

The Event Organiser must be compliant with the terms and conditions of their event licence,
Southwark’s Qutdoor Events Policy and Events Environmental Sustainability Guide in relation to
waste management.

Litter will be picked inside and outside of the event site, acknowledging the potential impacts of
event-based litter in the vicinity of the event’s footprint. If anyone experiences any issues with
event-related litter outside of the event site, they should ring the community hotline. The Event
Organiser will have a litter team who can respond to any calls/emails that come in, in real time. The
number/email address will be made available to residents in the Residents Information Letter,
which will be distributed no less than 2 weeks prior, if the event goes ahead.

A final check of the event site and surrounding area will be made by Parks and Event Officers to
ensure all parties are satisfied with the standard of the site clean-up.

The waste management contractor is D&D Facilities Southern Ltd, who have worked the event
before and are familiar with the event site, wider park area and surrounding roads.

There are Premises Licence conditions regarding waste management. Those conditions include:

e 357 - The Event Safety Management Plan will include details on the following subjects:
Event Risk Assessments, Event Schedule, Site Plan, Fire Risk Assessment, Security &
Crowd Management Plan, Drugs Policy, Alcohol Management Plan, Traffic Management
Plan, Egress / Dispersal Plan, Waste Management Plan, Medical Management Plan,
Adverse Weather Plan, Crisis Communication Plan, Noise Management Plan, Sanitation
Plan, Child Welfare/Vulnerable Persons Policy. These documents will be 1iving
documents’ which will be reviewed and revised in the planning phases of the events.

e 358 - The premises will be run in accordance with the event management plan submitted
e 387 - The Premises Licence Holder shall have in place an arrangement (contract) with a

reputable Waste Management Company to manage the event site and externally affected
areas for the duration of the event and a post event clean up.
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Section C

Summary of feedback from those who want to see changes to event plans

1. Shorter duration / less space / alternative location

e Two-day festival and one day community festival — enabling residents to have one
peaceful bank holiday day

e Festival moves to music venue or stadium — enabling residents to have access to park in
peace whilst supporting struggling music venues

2. Wider free residents ticket area

e Widen residents’ free tickets or discount area to include Jamacia Road properties that
only have Kings Stairs Park between them and the festival site

3. Different time of the year

e Move to different time of year so residents can still enjoy the shady north end of the park

4. Weight Limit of vehicles

e Limit the weight of vehicles driving on the grass and pathways

5. Transparency of costs, benefits, decision making

¢ Increasing local population, increase demand to limited green space — as such need to
have transparent rationale as to why festival is able to go ahead

e \Vague benefits narrative in consultation report, need to see actual income made and what
it is spent on

e Benefits to local being employed, need to see actual

6. Better ground reinstatement and restoration

e Better reinstatement of the ground
e Measures in place to mitigate the degradation and compaction of soil
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Section D

Council’s response to section C

1. Shorter duration / less space / alternative location

e Alternative locations:

It is currently not possible for this event to take place at any other location in the borough in
2026 due to other event applications. GALA Festival has already taken place at Peckham Rye
Park (May) and we are currently processing an application for Boiler Room, Jazz Café and
Maiden Voyage at Burgess Park (August).

e Eventis too long — reduce the number of days

The proposed event for 2026 is the same programme as 2024 and 2025 in terms of content and
numbers of Live Days. The event is designed to attract broad audiences, including very local
audiences (eg. to the Bermondsey Carnival). The Event Organiser submitted an application to
hold this event in line with that requirement. The application is subject to the outcome of this
public consultation — please refer to section 2. ‘Consultation process’ for more detail about how
the consultation process informs decision-making.

¢ Reduce the opening hours — impose earlier closing times

The proposed opening hours for both the commercial event days and the Bermondsey Carnival
are in line with other similar events taking place in Southwark and across London. The Premise
License sets out the hours on each day of the week they can operate, of which Monday’s must
end by 21:00

e Use of Stadium rather than Park

Outdoor festivals in urban parks, such as Southwark, are used because they provide large,
flexible, open-air spaces that can accommodate audiences, multiple stages, and temporary
infrastructure that many stadiums cannot easily support. Parks also allow events to be more
accessible and inclusive, and in the case of the Rally Festival series integrates a free
(Bermondsey Carnival) and lower-cost (free residents tickets, and resident discounts) and
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creating a shared community experience in a public setting rather than a ticketed, enclosed
venue. In addition, hosting festivals outdoors contributes to place-making and local economic
activity, activating public space and bringing footfall to surrounding businesses. While stadiums
tend to host contained, single-use events, parks enable a broader cultural offer, combining
music, leisure, and community use.

2. Wider free residents ticket area

Discounted tickets for RALLY 2025 are issued on a first come first served basis, these are
available to residents within the Bermondsey & Rotherhithe areas who live within a set radius of
the park.

Please check the RALLY 2025 Community web page for more information on resident tickets:

https://rallyrallyrally.co.uk/page/community

Body Movements & Piano People

Please check the RALLY 2025 Community web page for more information on how to apply for
resident tickets for both these events. The information will be live on the website by Wednesday
2nd July.

https://rallyrallyrally.co.uk/page/community

We have forwarded to the Event Organisers the feedback on widens the free ticket on Thursday
2 July and at time of circulation of this report had not heard back from them.

3. Different time of the year

It is currently not possible for this event to take place at any other location at a different time of
year, in the borough in 2026 due to other event applications. GALA Festival has already taken
place at Peckham Rye Park (May) and we are currently processing an application for Boiler
Room, Jazz Café and Maiden Voyage at Burgess Park (August).

Equally the Event Organisers look to programme the festival at a time where there is no other

competition for their audiences. They have a business model which depends on people
purchasing tickets and coming onto site to spend further money.

We must also spread the programme of major music events over the summer months to ensure
that there is:
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o sufficient staff to monitor the events

e cumulative impact on public highways if there are a series of events on which require road
closures

e cumulative impact of festival goers travelling across our transport hubs

4. Weight Limit of vehicles

Ground protection trackway would be installed before any heavy vehicle movement could take
place on site. Heavy vehicles must always stay on trackway paths. The trackway protects the
ground underneath and helps spread the weight of the vehicle as it travels over the area.

Grass tyres must be used on all plant vehicles and machinery that have to move off the trackway
and cross the grass.

Pathways are monitored to ensure there is no damage or cumulative damage.

5. Transparency of costs, benefits, decision making

6. Community benefits

Information about opportunities that benefit residents and the local area can be found on the
RALLY community web page, which is updated regularly through the application process:

Community | RALLY

e Bermondsey Carnival

The Event Organisers support the planning and enable the delivery of the Bermondsey Carnival
by providing professional services and free use of the event site and its infrastructure, which
would otherwise be prohibitively expensive for the Carnival to hire for a standalone event.

e Tickets for residents:

Please direct all resident ticket enquiries to: hello@rallyrallyrally.co.uk

e Employment for local people:
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There will be opportunities for local people to be employed at the event. The Event Organisers
aim to staff the event locally wherever possible, using local production crew and security, bar
and ticketing staff. The Event Organisers are working with the providers of these services to
continue to target local people for recruitment by advertising jobs locally and jobs being awarded
to the most local applicants, if suitably skilled, in the first instance.

The Event Organisers commit to ensuring all primary suppliers and agencies pay London Living
Wage as a minimum.

If you would like to apply for work at the event, please go to the RALLY community web page
and scroll down to the ‘Work at RALLY’ section, or contact: community@rallyrallyrally.co.uk

e Opportunities for local businesses:

Local businesses, such as cafes, shops and bars/restaurants are expected to have an increase
in trade due to event staff and event attendees spending on their way to and from the event site.
Attendee survey data from previous event series has demonstrated that attendees spend in the
region of £50/head in the local area, outside the festival footprint, as a result of their journey to
the event.

¢ Income through site hire and environmental impact fees:

The site hire fee goes directly to supporting the delivery of the council’'s Events service,
which supports the delivery of up to 100 free-to-attend community events per year.

The site hire fee also enables the provision of a grants fund — the Cultural
Celebrations programme, to support free-to-attend events across the borough that aim to
connect and unite the borough’s many communities

An Environmental Impact Fee (EIF) is charged in addition to the site hire fee and is spent
directly by the Parks team on park advancement projects at Southwark Park

¢ High-quality cultural offering — all the event days are expected to be well attended by people
who live in the local area, and this is supported by the free and discounted resident ticket
offers that are available. Feedback from attendees regularly praises the quality and breadth
of the offer, from international artists to supporting London-based talent.

Charity and community partnerships:

o Over £2,134 was raised for Southwark Day Centre for Asylum Seekers (SDCAS) in one
day through donations on site using contactless payment systems. SDCAS is both GALA
and

RALLY’s charity partner with £56,000+ raised since 2021.
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e RALLY also provides charities with opportunities to generate revenue from the event. The
BOSCOFFEE ran their coffee stand at every event across the weekend. They made c.
£3,000 in sales.

e BOSCOFFEE is BOSCO youth college’s (on Jamaica road) initiative which provides you
people with learning difficulties internship opportunities and business development skills —
by running a coffee trailer and cafe.

e Body Movements raised £10,106.10 for London Trans+ Pride & Medical Aid for
Palestinians in 2025.

If you are interested in finding out more about a charity or community opportunity, please
contact: hello@rallyrallyrally.co.uk

7. Better ground reinstatement and restoration

Before an event begins, Events and Parks Officers carried out a site inspection with the Event
Organiser, photographing the event footprint and access routes to record existing ground
conditions. Any damage caused by the event must be fully reinstated by the Event Organiser to
the satisfaction of the Council's Parks Management Team.

Ground reinstatement is a condition of the Events Licence, and a refundable ground deposit is
held until all required restoration works have been completed and approved. Following the
event, a joint site inspection involving the Event Organiser, Parks and Events Officers, and the
appointed reinstatement contractor is undertaken to assess any damage and agree a
reinstatement plan. This plan is then implemented as quickly as possible and shared with key
stakeholders.

The Council's Parks Team and Events Officer monitor all reinstatement works. Where initial
measures are not successful, additional remedial works are requested from the reinstatement
contractor. These may include further ground recovery techniques, such as de-compaction and
verti-draining, where appropriate.

Further works to prepare the event sites for the coming summer are also being reviewed. This
would be a full vertidrain to help aerate and de-compact soil

Conclusion
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We hope that this report has addressed concerns and questions if you have raised them or been
informative in general. There will be a further period of consultation for feedback on this report.
This consultation period will be open between Tuesday 14 July 2026 until Tuesday 28 July
2026. If you would like to provide feedback, please email: events@southwark.gov.uk with the
subject heading ‘RALLY 2026 consultation’.

The Event Organiser will be hosting two community engagement sessions to support this
consultation period.

The in-person session will be:

Date: Tuesday 21 July 2026

Time: 6:30 - 7:45pm

Venue: Canada Water Library, Meeting room 4

RSVP to: community@rallyrallyrally.co.uk to register attendance

The online session will be:

Date: Wednesday 22 July 2026

Time: 1pm - 2pm

Link: an online meeting link will be forwarded by event organisers
RSVP to: community@rallyrallyrally.co.uk to register attendance

This will be an opportunity for the council and the Event Organisers to update on the application
and consultation process and answer any further questions about event plans. The council will
make a final decision as to whether an Events Licence will be granted at the earliest
Wednesday 29 July 2026.

If you do not have access to a computer, or email account, please contact us on: 020 7525 3422
and we will arrange an alternative way for you to submit your feedback. Please note that this
phone is not always staffed, so if no one answers, please leave a message and we will respond
as quickly as we can.

If you would like to keep up to date with information about this event, please visit these web

pages:

If you have any questions about the information provided here, or about the consultation
process, please email: events@southwark.qov.uk or call: 020 7525 3422.
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Kind regards,
Southwark Events Team
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