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Action Plan

The Peckham Town Centre Action
Plan sets out key areas that
businesses, residents and other
local stakeholders want to see
improved in Peckham Town Centre.

Town centres across Southwark are unique

and essential pillars of our community and

their appearance is central to the way people
feel about where they live. As part of our five
year borough plan, Southwark 2030, town
centres play a crucial role. They are essential to
delivering our goal of a strong and fair economy
where everyone benefits from the borough’s
economic strength and growth.

What do we know about Peckham?

Peckham has a lively town centre with a

range of daytime and nighttime activities on
Peckham High Street and Rye Lane including
the awardwinning Peckham Library, a cinema,
and many shopping opportunities from market
traders and independent retailers. Peckham
Pulse Leisure Centre is sited on Peckham square,
which is also home to renowned Mountview
Academy of Theatre Arts, a drama school
providing specialist vocational training in acting,
musical theatre and actor musicianship, as

well as production arts. The town centre has a
thriving sector of small and medium enterprises,

many of which are in the creative industries,
based in Copeland Park and the Bussey Building,
the railway arches, Peckham Rye Station and
Peckham Levels.

Peckham’s neighbourhood has around 29,300
residents, many of whom have roots worldwide,
including West Africa, the Caribbean, Poland,
South America, Turkey, and Bangladesh. With
47% of residents identifying as Black British,
African, or Caribbean, the area is vibrant and
diverse. Languages spoken include Yoruba,
Spanish, Portuguese, Polish, Somali, and Sylheti.
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High streets and town centres face considerable
challenges including the cost-of-living crisis

and the rise of online shopping which threaten
small and independent businesses. This action
plan outlines how we will make our town
centres safer, cleaner, greener and more vibrant
places for people to visit and shop, and where
businesses can rely on consistent and sufficient
footfall to be successful.

This creates a cultural mosaic that is at the heart
of what makes Peckham special.

The town centre also faces significant challenges.
Crime and anti-social behaviour (ASB) can

affect how safe people feel, besides creating
challenges for local businesses. Peckham Square,
Peckham High Street and Rye Lane are hotspots
for graffiti, flyposting and litter which impacts on
people’s enjoyment and experience of the town
centre. The council is working closely with the
police and other organisations to address these
issues to ensure that the town centre thrives and
serves its local community.

What is the vision for
the town centre?

Development in Peckham aims to complement
and improve the town centre with more shops
and market stalls, alongside new employment
space for small and medium enterprises including
start ups. It aims to celebrate and protect
Peckham’s unique, cultural heritage whilst
creating new homes, education centres and
cultural, entertainment and community spaces to
bring new footfall to the town centre.

A top priority for the council, the police and
other public sector organisations is tackling the
challenges of crime and ASB and ensuring that
local people and business owners feel safe. This
town centre action plan sets out how we are
working together to create a safer town centre.
It also sets out what we are doing to tackle

the challenges of waste and graffiti and make
Peckham cleaner, healthier and more welcoming.
Underpinning this vision is the goal of making
Peckham a greener and more climate ready town
centre, where new developments and public
space improvements deliver more trees for shade
and sustainable drainage to better protect our
community from extreme weather. The council is
committed to a joined up approach to supporting
our town centres and works in partnership with
residents and businesses to ensure Peckham
remains a place we are all proud of.
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Town centre actions

Action
Short-term

Town centre
cleanliness:
waste, fly-
tipping,
flyposting, litter,
and graffiti

Description

Waste Management

e The existing timed waste collection scheme on Rye Lane is being reviewed and
promoted to ensure it remains effective and businesses and residents comply with it.

* Fines for environmental crimes such as fly-tipping and littering have increased and
targeted enforcement patrols are now in place. Businesses caught fly-tipping face
a £1,000 Fixed Penalty Notice, with unlimited fines if prosecuted.

Graffiti Management

e A graffiti ‘blitz’ programme has been introduced in Peckham town centre. The
programme initially targeted Rye Lane, but unfortunately, the rate of retagging was
so high that, without having preventative measures in place with businesses, the
resource demand on graffiti removal was unsustainable. To allow time to progress
the preventative measures, the programme target area has been relocated to
Peckham High Street where rates are lower. 30+ businesses have signed up to the
council’s graffiti removal service and removal work is now underway. Sign up here.

* Rye Lane businesses already signed up for the council’s graffiti removal service will
continue to receive the free service.

e The council will be working with impacted businesses on Peckham High Street to
identify and agree physical preventative measures to deter retagging.

e Graffiti hotpots, including the passageway from Choumert Road Car Park to Rye
Lane and rear of Santander Bank are being treated with specialist anti-graffiti
paint, funded by the Neighbourhood Community Infrastructure Levy (NCIL).
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Delivery Team

Southwark
Council, with
support from
the Peckham
Business Forum
and Peckham
businesses

Timeframe

Rye Lane graffiti
blitz - October
2025

Peckham High
Street Graffiti blitz
- March 2026

This will be
expanded in
phases to reach

all of Rye Lane,
Peckham High
Street and Queens
Road in 2026.

Action

Support for
businesses, social
enterprises and
charities

Grants and
Funding

Peckham Business
Forum

Arts, crafts and
workshops

Description

The Greener Southwark Business Accelerator will support local businesses to make
savings and enhance their sustainability practices. Eligible organisations may access
match funding grants of up to £5,000 to facilitate targeted interventions, including
energy efficiency improvements and waste reduction strategies.

The council funds a range of programmes to support businesses, social enterprises
and charities. This includes support for high street businesses, recruitment support
for hospitality businesses, and procurement support for businesses to help them
access contract opportunities with public and private sector organisations.

Find out more and apply.

Funding opportunities for projects to improve Peckham town centre include:

e Culture Grants: Residents and businesses can apply for funding to host events that
celebrate Southwark’s rich cultural diversity and bring our communities together.

* Neighbourhood Grants: This fund supports projects that improve public spaces and
address local priorities identified by residents and businesses.

Find out more

The Peckham Business Forum unites the voices of Peckham businesses and offers
small business owners a support network. The forum is seeking to understand
whether local businesses would like to form a business improvement district.

Have your say.

Through the Thriving High Streets Fund, Copeland Park will install art and lighting to
transform a frequently visited Rye Lane passageway which suffers from ASB, graffiti
and flyposting, into a vibrant, safe, and inclusive public art space that highlights

the work of local charities. The Ernest Foundation also received funding to deliver a
programme of multicultural markets and skills workshops.

Delivery Team

Southwark
Council, Hatch
Enterprise, Heart
of the City,
Trampoline, Do

It Now Now,

The Southwark
Climate
Collective, Rinova

Southwark
Coundil

Peckham
Business Forum,
coordinated by
Tree Shepherd,
funded by
Southwark
Council

Projects delivered
by Copeland Park
and The Ernest
Foundation;
funded by
Southwark
Council

Timeframe

Programmes open
for applications
and offer support
at various times.
Many applications
open in Spring
2026.

Application
windows open
at different times
throughout the
year. Find out
more

Ongoing

To be completed
by March 2026
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https://www.southwark.gov.uk/waste-and-recycling/bin-collections/timed-street-waste-collections
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Bs-t94-VxES8HDOe3ZCQPTNCWoVxy1tMjccAp0mUw8xUMkdSVUlLSkw2RFMxM1dPRkdJUVU0UzRXVC4u&route=shorturl
https://hatchenterprise.org/our-programmes/greener-southwark-accelerator-may-2026/
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/business-and-licences/business-support/business-advice-and-funding
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/community-engagement/grants-and-funding
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/community-engagement/grants-and-funding
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/community-engagement/grants-and-funding
https://peckhambusinessforum.co.uk/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PeckhamBID
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/business-and-licences/town-centres-and-high-streets/town-centre-action-plans-0
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Action

Peckham Library
Meeting Pods

Employment
Support

Community
Toilets

E-cargo bikes

Peckham Library
Cool Space

Description

Peckham Library will soon offer fully accessible meeting pods, providing affordable,
quiet spaces for residents to use throughout the day. Whether you're studying,
working remotely, holding a virtual meeting, or need a calm place to focus, these
pods are designed to support a range of everyday needs.

They'll be especially useful for freelancers, small business owners, and anyone
looking for a flexible space to get things done.

A new Southwark Works Hub offers a welcoming space to support people into
employment. Businesses can access free help to fill vacancies: connecttowork@
southwark.gov.uk

Many people plan trips to our high streets around toilet availability. This includes

those with medical conditions, disabilities, older residents, and families with young
children. We are asking businesses to make their toilets available to all, without the
need to be paying customers. Please register with Toilet Map to show your support.

Residents can use the Toilet Map website to locate the 5 public toilets managed by
the council in Peckham as well as businesses who have listed their toilets as being
accessible to all. The council is committed to improving toilet accessibility, with
Peckham Rye Park toilets scheduled for upgrade works, funded through NCIL.

To help transition to sustainable and affordable transportation, an e-cargo bike
(Our Bike) is available for hire by residents and businesses from Copeland Park for
£5 per hour.

Additionally, Southwark businesses can apply for £900 vouchers to trial e-cargo
bikes, covering half of the £300 monthly fee over six months. Bikes can be returned
at no cost, or the subscription continued until full ownership. Apply here: Try Before
You Bike.

Peckham Library is designated a Cool Space where residents and visitors can take
respite on hot days.
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Delivery Team

Southwark
Council

Southwark
Council

Southwark
Council

Funded by
Southwark
Council, operated
by Peddle My
Wheels

Southwark
Council

Timeframe

Available from
Spring / Summer
2026

Opened in January
2026

Ongoing

Peckham Rye Park
toilets upgrades
scheduled for
completion in
2026.

Available until
October 2026

Ongoing

Community

Description

Community led festivals, On the Rye and We Love Peckham will celebrate music, art,
and culture, including crafts, games and gospel music. They offer local food vendors
and wellbeing activities. Designed for all ages, the festivals foster fun, connection,
and cultural participation in a welcoming, family friendly environment.

The council works in partnership with the police, probation service, fire service,
developers and health partners to reduce crime and ASB and make the borough
safer. The partnership shares information and takes a joined-up approach,
combining enforcement to tackle crime and ASB with support services for individuals
and communities most at risk. A dedicated Community Safety Area Action Plan has
been developed, including initiatives such as:

e Collaboration with the police’s new Peckham Town Centre Team comprising of
one sergeant and six constables. Their role is to provide additional support and
enhanced visibility to tackle issues such as antisocial behaviour, violence against
women and girls, shoplifting and phone theft.

e \Wardens that regularly patrol Peckham Square and Rye Lane, along with the
police, to offer a visible and reassuring presence.

* The new Women's Safety Alliance service which is available to all those living in
Southwark, including men and boys, who have experienced, or are at risk of,
gender based abuse.

e Services to provide support to vulnerable people, including those experiencing
exploitation, substance misuse, or mental health challenges.

e Monitoring CCTV 24/7, from 9 cameras along Rye Lane and Peckham High Street.
A CCTV upgrade will see all existing town centre council CCTV cameras upgraded
to HD by December 2026. You can view the CCTV locations here.
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Delivery Team

On The Rye
CIC, Peckham
Park Baptist
Church, funded
by Southwark
Council

Community
Safety
Partnership:
Southwark
Council, police,

probation service,

fire service and
health partners

Timeframe

Summer festivals
(subject to
ratification)

Summer 2026

Ongoing


mailto:connecttowork%40southwark.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:connecttowork%40southwark.gov.uk?subject=
https://www.toiletmap.org.uk/
https://www.toiletmap.org.uk/
https://www.ourbike.co.uk/
https://www.peddlemywheels.com/tbyb-offers
https://www.peddlemywheels.com/tbyb-offers
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/environment-and-climate-change/climate-change/climate-adaptation/cool-spaces
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/public-health-and-safety/community-safety/violence-against-women-and-girls#:~:text=The%20Women%27s%20Safety%20Alliance%20is,of%2C%20gender%2Dbased%20abuse.
https://geomap.southwark.gov.uk/connect/analyst/mobile/#/main
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/business-and-licences/town-centres-and-high-streets/town-centre-action-plans-0
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/business-and-licences/town-centres-and-high-streets/town-centre-action-plans-0

Action

Peckham Library
Square

Peckham Rye
Station Square

Description

e \Working with businesses to raise awareness and promote initiatives to help
prevent violence against women and girls. This includes distribution of anti-spiking
kits, and promotion of Safe Havens and the Women's Night Safety Charter.

® Borough wide offer of women’s self-defence classes for residents.

e The Southwark Policing Oversight Board which aims to improve trust and
confidence through addressing issues such as transparency and accountability.

In emergencies such as violent incidents, the council follows a critical incident
process to support affected people and ensure ongoing safety in the area. It is
important for everyone, including businesses, to report crime so that we allocate
resources to the places that need it the most.

The existing Peckham Square is being revamped following extensive public consultation.
A 2025 competition was open to designers, architects and creatives to propose a new
design for a new garden-like area of Peckham Square. ‘The Garden of Hope' was
selected for its thoughtful celebration of local identity, meaningful engagement with
underrepresented voices, and its sensitive approach to commemorating Damilola Taylor.

The redesign of Peckham Square will enhance climate resilience and biodiversity
through integration of diverse new planting and a rain garden to improve drainage
systems. Tree planting will improve canopy cover and shading in the square and reduce
overheating in the public realm. To deter crime and ASB, the redesigned square will
include additional and upgraded CCTV and street lighting.

The council is developing a brand new public square in front of the station, creating
a welcoming landing platform for visitors. This transformation will replace the 1930s
arcade with a more open public space with planting, seating, lighting and CCTV. It
will refurbish the station arches to support local and independent businesses. During
the works, access to the station will be maintained via Station Way.

£5m has been secured to deliver improvements to make the station easier to use,
reduce crowding and restore its historic character. Although the major station
upgrade as has been postponed following the government'’s spending review, by
completing these improvements now, the planning consent for lifts, accessible toilets
and a new western entrance remains valid, so the full upgrade can restart quickly
when funding allows. The £5m investment includes £3.919m from TfL and over £1m
from Southwark Council and the Railway Heritage Trust.
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Delivery Team

Southwark
Council

Southwark
Council

Timeframe

First phase to start
February/March
2026

Library Square
works to start late
2026

Project completion
late 2027

Construction on
the square due to
begin in February/
March 2026

Improvements on
the station due
to complete by
summer 2027

Action

Rye Lane travel
and transport
improvements

Description

Our Streets for People strategy sets out a bold vision and a firm commitment to
improve residents’ quality of life, by changing how we all travel and use streets. This
encourages a shift away from car journeys and directly contributes towards lowering
Southwark’s carbon footprint and improving air quality. Following public consultation,
improvements are planned to make Rye Lane safer for pedestrians and road users

Phase one focuses on making the cycle lane safer for pedestrians and cyclists. Phase
two is still being designed, and consultation will follow at a future date. This phase
will focus on improving pavements and bus routes.

This will also include measures to make Rye Lane climate ready such as increased
shading and tree planting, increased shaded rest stops and drainage measures like
rain gardens.

Delivery Team

Southwark

Coundil

Timeframe

Works are
planned to begin
in Spring 2026.

Phase two
consultation
expected in Spring
2026 with works
to begin Winter
2027.

Long term

Peckham

Rye Gyratory
Improvement
Scheme

Aylesham
redevelopment

The council is proposing making changes to the Peckham Rye Gyratory to improve
the area for all methods of transport, with a strong emphasis on road safety,
enhanced cycling, wider footways, outdoor seating, and public transport. Changes
to parking & loading arrangements will be in consultation with affected businesses
and bookable loading bays are being explored. Public consultation has closed;
however, residents can comment on the amended plans.

The proposed redevelopment of the Aylesham site includes new housing, retail units
and a replacement Morrisons.

In July 2025, Planning Committee rejected a proposal submitted by the private
developer, citing non-compliance with planning policy as the proposal did not meet
the council’s policy of 35% affordable homes. An appeal has since been lodged, and
the council defended its decision at an inquiry in October 2025 with a decision from
the Secretary of State expected in Spring 2026. For further details on the council’s
vision for this site, please see the Southwark Plan 2022, pages 449-451.

Southwark
Council and TfL

Berkeley Homes

Public consultation
took place in
February / March
2025.

Works to begin
late Summer 2026

Scheme rejected
by the council’s
Planning
Committee in
July 2025.

Public Inquiry
October 2025
with anticipated
decision Spring
2026.
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https://www.southwark.gov.uk/parking-streets-and-transport/improving-streets-and-spaces/making-our-streets-greener/streets-for-people
https://engage.southwark.gov.uk/en-GB/projects/peckham-rye-gyratory-bus-improvements/2
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/planning-environment-and-building-control/planning/planning-policy-and-guidance/southwark-plan-2022
https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/arts-and-culture/24-hour-london/womens-night-safety-charter
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/free-womens-self-defence-sessions-in-southwark-4451533?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/public-health-and-safety/community-safety/southwark-policing-oversight-board
https://engage.southwark.gov.uk/en-GB/projects/peckham-square/2
https://www.damilolataylortrust.co.uk/
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/business-and-licences/town-centres-and-high-streets/town-centre-action-plans-0
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/business-and-licences/town-centres-and-high-streets/town-centre-action-plans-0

How we’re listening to your feedback

You Told Us

A safer Southwark: Crime and
ASB are significant concerns

A healthy environment: You
want cleaner, safer and more
accessible streets for everyone.

Empowering people: you want
to be involved and consulted on
changes proposed for Peckham

Staying well: You want to make
healthy choices for yourself and
those you care for

What we are doing

e Southwark Council is considering introducing a Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) to help tackle behaviour
that negatively impacts people in the borough. A consultation sought people’s views, and the feedback will be
used to help make a decision on whether the PSPO will be introduced.

e Over 250 women have benefited from free, practical self-defence training.

* \We are working to improve hire bike parking provision across the borough, with almost 250 micromobility
parking bays delivered and plans to introduce further bays in areas of greatest need. The Council is also
working with hire bike suppliers to ensure users end bike hire journeys in parking bays.

e A Peckham Neighbourhood meeting to engage with the local community was held on 10 December 2025. At
this meeting residents were updated on the feedback so far from the Peckham Neighbourhood consultation.
The meeting involved discussing the key priorities for the area as raised by residents. The ambition is that the
community plan reflecting these local needs and aspirations will be published in Spring 2026.

* The Neighbourhoods Grant for 2026/27 received a strong response, with many applications submitted by local
groups and individuals proposing projects to improve their neighbourhood. Applicants had the opportunity
to present their ideas to ward councillors on Thursday 8 January, and funding decisions will be announced on
Wednesday 11 March 2026.

e To follow the latest developments in the Peckham Neighbourhood, please follow this page: Peckham
Neighbourhood | London Borough of Southwark.

e The Alexandra Rose Charity offers families from low income households vouchers to buy fresh fruit and veg.
Vouchers can be used at a few stalls off Rye Lane. The scheme is being expanded to include new voucher
collection and redemption sites.

e A monthly Hub for Health is located at Rock of Redemption Church, Peckham High Street and Thomas Carlton
Centre, near Rye Lane. This offers free Vital 5 health checks - blood pressure, height and weight measurement,
and information about a range of healthy lifestyle services and support for mental wellbeing. There is also a
quarterly hub site at the Cossall Estate TRA hall.
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https://www.southwark.gov.uk/community-engagement/grants-and-funding/neighbourhood-grants
https://engage.southwark.gov.uk/en-GB/folders/peckham-neighbourhood-engage-southwark-page
https://engage.southwark.gov.uk/en-GB/folders/peckham-neighbourhood-engage-southwark-page
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/public-health-and-safety/health-and-wellbeing/health-checks-and-screenings/get-free-health-check
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/business-and-licences/town-centres-and-high-streets/town-centre-action-plans-0
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/business-and-licences/town-centres-and-high-streets/town-centre-action-plans-0

Useful Contacts and
Information

The Peckham Town Centre Action Plan is updated every year. We want
to hear your ideas and feedback, such as services you'd like in your town
centre, or issues the town centre action plan should prioritise.

Share your views.

Safety

Report a crime
- If someone is in immediate danger call 999
- If it's in the past report online
e Report ASB and noise nuisance
- Call Southwark Council 020 7525 5777

* Sign up to the council’s community safety newsletter or email
CommunitySafety@southwark.gov.uk

¢ Sign up to Met Engage to get to know your local police officers
and help shape how they police your local area.

Town Centre and Environment

e Report a problem in the town centre (like graffiti, fly tipping, broken
paving slabs, or street lighting)

e A free graffiti removal service is available for private residents
and businesses.

e Guidance regarding business waste disposal arrangements.
¢ Find out more about development in Peckham.

Updated March 2026

Support for Businesses

¢ Find out about business advice and funding.

o Apply for a street furniture or pavement license (for shop displays,
advertising boards or tables outside your premises)

¢ Sign up to the council’s business newsletter

Staying Well

¢ Find out more about the Health on the High Street programme and Hubs

for Health


https://www.southwark.gov.uk/business-and-licences/town-centres-and-high-streets/town-centre-action-plans
https://www.met.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSOUTHWARK/subscriber/new?topic_id=UKSOUTHWARK_282
mailto:CommunitySafety%40southwark.gov.uk?subject=
https://www.metengage.co.uk/
https://report.southwark.gov.uk/
https://report.southwark.gov.uk/
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/parking-streets-and-transport/street-care/graffiti#:~:text=Graffiti%20we%20can%20remove,is%20offensive
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/business-and-licences/how-get-rid-business-waste
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/planning-environment-and-building-control/current-and-future-development/peckham-and-nunhead
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/business-and-licences/business-support-and-advice/business-support-advice-and-funding/specific
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/business-and-licences/business-support/business-advice-and-funding
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/business-and-licences/licences/roads-and-highways-licensing/street-furniture-licence
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/business-and-licences/licences/roads-and-highways-licensing/street-furniture-licence
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSOUTHWARK/subscriber/new?preferences=true
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/public-health-and-safety/health-and-wellbeing/health-checks-and-screenings/get-free-health-check
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/public-health-and-safety/health-and-wellbeing/health-checks-and-screenings/get-free-health-check

