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Event consultation findings report 
 

Version: 1 

 

Date published: Thursday 26 June 2025 

 

Event: Piano People, RALLY, Body Movements and Bermondsey Carnival 2025 

Application reference: SWKEVE000840 

Applicant: Assembled GALA Ltd 

Consultation details: 

This consultation took place between Wednesday 5 March 2025 and Wednesday 2 April 2025 

The consultation was carried out online using the council’s consultation hub.  

Some people chose to email their responses to events@southwark.gov.uk.  

A community engagement session was held by the event organisers at Bermondsey Social Club 

on Thursday 20 March 2025. 

Online 

A total of 19 responses were received online 

13 respondents have indicated that they do not want the event to go ahead 

1 respondent indicated that they do want the event to go ahead 

  5 respondents have indicated that they would like to see changes to the current proposals 

Email  

1 response to the consultation was received by email. The person who submitted the 
response indicated that they do not want the event to go ahead 

Community engagement session 

 

https://engage.southwark.gov.uk/en-GB/projects/boilerjazzcafeandvoyage
mailto:events@southwark.gov.uk
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A total of 5 people attended 

 

 

Introduction: 

 

This report has been produced by the council’s Events team in response to written and verbal 

feedback received during the consultation period for this event application. This has included 

engagement, either directly or through Southwark’s Safety Advisory Group, with multiple council 

teams and services, including:  

 

- Emergency planning  

- Regulatory Services: 

- Environmental Health (Food Safety team) 

- Environmental Protection (Noise and Air Quality teams) 

- Environmental Enforcement (Health and Safety team) 

- Licensing 

- Highways 

- Network Management 

- Parking Services 

- Arboriculture (Tree Services) 

- Parks  

- Ecology 

- Leisure 
 

The report includes references to information which is provided or agreed by the relevant teams. 

 

The following documents have been included to support the information given in this report: 

 

Appendix 1 – consultation information 

Appendix 2 – event site map 

Appendix 3 – resident letter drop-zone map 

 

The consultation documents circulated as part of the consultation (please see Appendix 1), 

provided information about event proposals; for the event promoter (Assembled Gala Ltd) to 

hold three ticketed, commercial events on Friday 22, Saturday 23 and Sunday 24 and the free-

to-attend Bermondsey Carnival on bank holiday Monday 25 August 2025. The Bermondsey 

Carnival is a community event delivered by local community-focused individuals and 

organisations. 
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Summary of dates and opening hours: 

 

Date Opening hours Event 

15 – 21 August Between 8am – 8pm Build 

Friday 22 August 2pm -10:30pm Piano People 

Saturday 23 
August 

11:30pm – 10:30pm RALLY  

Sunday 24 August 11:30pm – 10pm Body Movements 

Monday 25 August 1pm – 9pm Bermondsey Carnival 

26 – 30 August Between 8am – 8pm Break 

 

Summary of event programme: 

 

Piano People – Friday 22 August 

 

Capacity: 6,000 

 

Following on from huge successes across multiple shows over the past three years, Piano 

People will showcase the biggest Amapiano show outside of South Africa. Over the past two 

years, Piano People have hosted shows at Southwark Park, Printworks, Notting Hill Carnival, 

Ministry of Sound, Drumsheds, Warehouse Project, HERE at Outernet as well as hosting 

international festival stages over three continents. Amapiano is a subgenre of House & Kwaito 

music, it is a hybrid of deep house, jazz & lounge music characterised by synths & wide 

percussive basslines. The Southwark Park event will include Amapiano, Progressive House, 

Kwaito, House & wider electronic music. 

 

RALLY Festival – Saturday 23 August 

 

Capacity: 9,000 

 

RALLY is a community-orientated event, nurturing a deeper connection between music, people 

and collective spaces. RALLY is a collaborative project from London-based promoters 

Assembled Live and Bird on the Wire. The first edition of RALLY was held in Southwark Park on 

Saturday 5th August 2023. 
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Body Movements– Sunday 24 August 

 

Capacity 9,000 

 

Body Movements is Europe’s largest underground queer music festival. The event started in 

London in the summer of 2021 and is now in its successful 5th year after hosting a number of 

sell-out shows. The event supports marginalised communities, hero-ing trans & non-binary talent 

through its programming. Body Movements also helps the community through its workshops & 

talks programme. 

 

Bermondsey Carnival – bank holiday Monday 25 August  

 

Capacity: 4,000 

 

2025 marks the 125th anniversary of the first Bermondsey Carnival, a community event with a 

rich history and cherished tradition.  

 

The Carnival is a family-friendly event day, open to all, offering a range of children’s activities, 

food and drink, stalls and music performances on the man stage and in the DJ tent. In 2024 over 

5,000 people attended and the organisers are making every effort to ensure that this year’s 

Carnival is the best it’s been in decades! 

 

Feedback gathered from consultation: 

 

Feedback was captured verbally (in-person) at the two community engagement sessions, in 

online submissions to the consultation hub and in writing to the Events team via email. The 

council’s response to feedback is set out across the 10 themes below. The themes give both 

context about the event application and event licence decision-making process and address the 

topics raised directly by people who took part in the consultation. 

 

1. Licensing and income 

2. Consultation process 

3. Impact on the park, damage, reinstatement, litter and environmental responsibility 

4. Impact on other park users and the local area 

5. Noise 

6. Safety and security 

7. Traffic management 

8. Community benefits 

9. Changes to proposals 
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10. Support for the event 

 

1. Licensing and income: 
 

Licensing: 

 

Events Licence: 

‘In-principle agreement’ is required for any event organiser applying to hold a major-scale event 

in Southwark and is issued near the start of the event application process, if event proposals are 

thought to be feasible, with potential for appropriate social, economic and cultural benefits. 

Feasibility criteria include, for example: 

• The requested location can accommodate the proposed scale of the event 

• Event programming would enhance the diversity of the Southwark’s cultural offer  

• A range of community benefits would come from hosting the event 

 

In-principle agreement is agreed by senior officers in the Culture Department and the Cabinet 

Member for Parks, Leisure and Young People and made on the conditions that: 

1. All relevant licenses and permissions are obtained 

2. An adequate amount of park protection measures are put in place (as agreed with the 

council’s Parks Management Team) 

3. All fees and charges are agreed and payments are received as scheduled 

4. There must be continued support for the event from Southwark’s Safety Advisory Group 

throughout all planning and delivery stages  

5. There is continued dialogue with stakeholders throughout the application process 

6. London Living Wage is adopted (as a minimum) for all staff who are directly employed by 

event organisers and organisers make every effort to ensure that all contractors and sub-

contractors adopt this policy 

7. Healthy and sustainable food and beverage options are available to purchase at the event in 

line with the council’s Events Environmental Sustainability Guide and wider aims regarding 

public health and wellbeing 

8. Appropriate measures are in place to manage and protect all aspects impacted by event 

delivery including, but not limited to; noise, transport, infrastructure, parking, waste, sanitary 

facilities, trees, habitat and bio-diversity  

9. Appropriate measures are in place to manage community safety including, but not limited to; 

security/stewarding, crowd management, safeguarding, counter-terrorism, medical provision 

and wellbeing 

10. Appropriate access provisions should be provided for those with additional needs including, 

but not limited to; digital access provision, viewing areas, toilets, adapted infrastructure such 

as lowered food/drink counters, carer ticket allowances, site access and parking 

11. Opportunities are created for local businesses to provide supplies and/or services for the 

events and advertised as agreed with the council 
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12. Opportunities for local people to access employment and volunteering roles at the events 

are created and advertised as agreed with the council 

13. Opportunities are created for local creatives to be involved in the event 

14. Media opportunities associated with the events can be accessed by the council if required 

15. A range of community benefits are agreed with the event organiser 
 

An Events Licence is issued by the council’s Events team if a positive outcome for the applicant 

has been reached following consultation with both internal and external stakeholders. The 

Events Licence gives permission for an Event Organiser to use a designated space to hold an 

event - in this instance, the designated space is an area of Southwark Park. 

The Event Licence would cover the following period: 

 

On site Friday 15 August 

Site build 15 – 21 August 

Event day 1 (Piano People) Friday 22 August 

Event day 2 (RALLY Festival) Saturday 23 August 

Event day 3 (Body Movements) Sunday 24 August 

Event day 4 (Bermondsey Carnival) Monday 25 August 

Site break 26 – 30 August 

Off site Saturday 30 August 

   

The decision to host large/major-scale commercial (ticketed) events in Southwark was taken in 

2017. The decision was taken at that time in part to raise revenue to support the delivery of the 

council’s Events service, which supports the delivery of up to 100 outdoor community events 

every year. Income also supports a number of high-quality, community led, free-to-attend events 

across Southwark through the council’s Cultural Celebrations Fund grants programme, aiming to 

celebrate and unite the borough’s many communities. 

Holding licensed events in Southwark’s parks is regulated. There are site-specific conditions that 

guide the Events team in terms of what number and frequency of events should be held each 

year in the council’s Parks and Open Spaces. The conditions were produced in 2019 following a 

review of the council’s Outdoor Events Policy. The review included a series of public 

consultation exercises and stakeholder workshops. A copy of Southwark’s Outdoor Events 

Policy can be viewed on this page.  

The council are currently processing no other applications for large or major scale events to take 

place in Southwark Park in 2025.  

If this application is approved, the event organisers will be subject to a set of general terms and 

conditions which apply, as standard, to the hire of council-owned and managed property. They 

are also subject to a set of specific terms and conditions, which are relevant to the requirements 

of the site and the event. In addition to the terms and conditions of hire, the event must also be 

delivered in compliance with the council’s Outdoor Events Policy. 

https://www.southwark.gov.uk/community-engagement/grants-and-funding/cultural-celebrations-fund
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/culture-and-sport/organise-event-southwark/hire-outdoor-space-southwark
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/culture-and-sport/organise-event-southwark/hire-outdoor-space-southwark
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The event organisers are required to make an application annually for an Events Licence to use 

the site.  

Premises Licence: 

A Premises Licence is issued by the council’s Licensing team. The Premises Licence gives 

permission for an Event Organiser to provide regulated entertainment (including the playing of 

live and recorded music) and the sale of alcohol within a designated space (referred to as a 

‘premises’). In this instance, the premises is the space in Southwark Park that the event 

organiser has applied to use in relation to the Event Application process. 

The event organisers were issued a Premises Licenses to hold this event in June 2024.  

This Premises Licence allows for: 

• In perpetuity licence (meaning it is not time-limited) 

• A site capacity for each day to be agreed between the Local Authority and Safety Advisory 

Group in advance of the event taking place 

• A maximum of 6 live event days per year 

• Provision of: Plays, Films, live music, recorded music, performance of dance and anything of 

a similar description 

• Sale of alcohol 

• Operating days: Mondays (recognised bank holiday Mondays only), Wednesdays, Thursdays, 

Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays 

• Event closing time: Mon 10pm, Weds 10:30pm, Thurs 10:30pm, Fri 10:30pm, Sat 10:30pm, 

Sun 10pm (10:30pm if followed by a bank holiday Monday) 

The licence reference number is 883445 and the full licence with conditions is available to view 

on the council’s Licensing Register.  

 

A Premises Licence can be called into review by the council’s Licensing team at any time, if 

there is cause to do so. A review of a licence can also be requested by a member of the public – 

more information about the Premises Licence process can be found on the council’s web page: 

Objecting to a licence application | Southwark Council 

 

Income: 

 

The Events team cannot currently release details of the commercial site hire fees charged to 

major scale commercial event organisers due to commercial competition interests. Fees are 

benchmarked annually against other local authorities with similar borough profiles (where 

possible) charge to ensure that they are competitive. The fees and charges for small and 

medium scale commercial events and community events are available to view on the events 

web page. 

https://app.southwark.gov.uk/premises/granted/883445
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/business-and-licences/licences/objecting-licence-application
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/culture-and-sport/organise-event-southwark/hire-outdoor-event-space-southwark/event-fees-and
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/culture-and-sport/organise-event-southwark/hire-outdoor-event-space-southwark/event-fees-and
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The income from all event site hire fees supports the delivery of the council’s Culture and Events 

service, as well as contributing more widely to community services such as Parks and Open 

Spaces. These teams support and enable the delivery of up to 100 free-to-attend community 

events across the borough every year, as well as a wide range of cultural initiatives and 

programmes for local people.  

The income from site hire fees also makes it possible to fund a range of high-quality, free-to-

attend events through the Cultural Celebrations Fund programme that aim to celebrate and unite 

the borough’s many communities. The fund will be supporting 15 events in 2025-26 with 

combined grant allocation of £97,000. 

The council introduced an Environmental Impact Fee (EIF) for all private and commercial event 

organisers in 2021. The EIF is a set percentage of the site hire fee and is charged in addition to 

the site hire fee. It is in addition to any costs Event Organisers are required to pay in order to re-

instate the grounds after the event or to repair any damage caused by them. The EIF is ring-

fenced specifically for park ‘enhancement’ projects. The EIF income raised from commercial 

events taking place in Burgess Park in 2024 is being spent on a lake project and includes a 

treatment to reduce algae, repairs to the fountain and the installation of floating islands for 

wildfowl. As part of a wider review and to feed into the development of the borough’s Leisure 

strategy, the Events Team will be exploring further ways of reporting on direct income and other 

sorts of value generated by live outdoor events in the borough.   

 

2. Consultation process: 
 

Consultation: 

 

The Events team holds a formal stakeholder register for Southwark Park, which includes known 

Park user groups, Park tenants, the Friends of Southwark Park, the Southwark Park 

Association, local schools, local businesses, local community and faith groups, local residents 

and TRAs and ward and neighbouring ward councillors. All contacts on the register received 

details of this consultation by email on Thursday 23 January 2025. 

In addition: 

• The consultation was posted on the council’s consultation and engagement hub on 

Wednesday 5 March 2025 

• A letter giving information about the event application and consultation was posted out to 

3,624 properties around Southwark Park. The letter was posted out via Royal Mail on 

Wednesday 5 March 2025. A map of the letter drop zone is shown in Appendix 3 

• The council’s stakeholder information web page holding event information was also available 

to view from Wednesday 5 March 2025 

 

Summary of the communication and engagement that has already taken place or is scheduled 

to take place: 

 

https://www.southwark.gov.uk/community-engagement/grants-and-funding/cultural-celebrations-fund
https://engage.southwark.gov.uk/en-GB/projects/boilerjazzcafeandvoyage
https://engage.southwark.gov.uk/en-GB/projects/rally2025
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Date Item 

20/02/2025 Safety Advisory Group meeting #1 

03/03/2025 Ward Councillor event briefing 

03/03/2025 Friends of Southwark Park event briefing 

05/03/2025 

02/04/2025 

Event licence consultation period 

05/03/2025 LBS stakeholder info web page  

05/03/2025 Resident information letter posted to 3624 properties (giving notice of the application and 

details about how to take part in the consultation) 

20/03/2025 Community engagement sessions. Held in person at Bermondsey Social Club 

15/05/2025 Safety Advisory Group meeting #2. 

20/06/2025 Consultation findings report published 

26/06/2025 

11/07/2025 

Second period of consultation – stakeholders invited to feedback on consultation findings 

report after it’s been published 

08/07/2025 Community engagement session 

From 14/07/25 Notice of Decision (Events Licence) – council decides whether to issue an Events Licence 

based on final event proposals and stakeholder feedback  

If the event goes ahead 

18/07/2025 

15/08/2025 

Resident information leaflet (confirming final info for event) 

By 31/07/2025 Safety Advisory Group agree final event plans 

October 2025 Event debrief (Safety Advisory Group) 

October 2025 Event debrief (Community) 

 

The Events team always endeavours to reach as many people as possible with the details of an 

event consultation.  

We encourage people to sign up to the stakeholder register so that they automatically receive 

information from us by email: 

Large and major events in parks consultations mailing list | Southwark Council 

 

People can also check the Outdoor Events in Southwark engagement folder on the council’s 

Consultation and Engagement Hub for information on current and past event consultations. 

Consultation periods are lengthy as many council teams and external parties are involved in the 

preparation and review of information relating to the event proposals. The scheduling of tasks for 

any consultation also needs to consider other consultations that might be taking place at a 

similar time. 

Ticket sales in advance of a licence being issued: 

Event Promoters often start advertising ticket sales while their event application is still being 

processed. This is because waiting until the end of the process would make it very hard to sell 

enough tickets in time for the event to be viable. These ticket sales are marked as 'subject to 

licence,' meaning if the licence isn't granted, the event is cancelled and refunds are given. This 

practice is common in the live events industry and is done at the promoters' risk. 

https://www.southwark.gov.uk/culture-and-sport/parks-and-open-spaces/ticketed-events-parks/cloud-x
https://forms.southwark.gov.uk/ShowForm.asp?nc=D2O5&fm_fid=2236
https://engage.southwark.gov.uk/en-GB/folders/events-in-southwark
https://engage.southwark.gov.uk/en-GB/
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Feedback received during the event consultation process is considered carefully and the 

decision to issue - or to not issue - a licence is balanced against the feedback received and the 

social, cultural and economic benefits the event is expected to deliver. The consultation is also 

an opportunity for people to make suggestions on how to improve plans, which can be actioned 

by the event organisers. Local people with local knowledge are often best placed to do this. 

The decision to award an Events Licence is currently taken by a senior council officer in the 

Culture division in consultation with the Cabinet Member for Parks, Leisure and Young People. 

 

3. Impact on the park, damage, reinstatement, litter and environmental responsibility 
 

Impact on park: 

 

The event site footprint is shown on the site map included with this report (Appendix 2). 

 

A number of council teams are involved in the assessment of event plans. In particular, officers 

from the Events, Parks, Arboriculture and Ecology teams are all in communication with each 

other and with the Event Organiser to ensure that any potential impacts on the park can be 

minimised. 

 

Site protection, damage and reinstatement: 

 

The Event Organiser must be compliant with the terms and conditions of their hire agreement, 

the stipulations set out in the council’s Outdoor Events Policy and the Events Environmental 

Sustainability Guide in relation to site protection. 

The Event organiser will:  

• Use ground protection (trakway) around the event site where instructed to do so by the 

council’s Parks team 

• Produce tree protection method statements and implement tree protection measures ahead of 

any installation of event infrastructure on site. Trees will take precedence in all situations and 

the council’s Arboriculture team will need to agree to any activity that has the potential to 

impact on them 

• Schedule a specialist reinstatement company to commence works (if required) as soon 

practicably possible once all event items have been removed from site 

• Manage their suppliers and contractors robustly when installing and extracting items of event 

infrastructure 

• Commission ecology surveys if instructed to do so by the council’s Ecology team 

 

Before the event would move onto site, Events and Parks Officers would meet with the Event 

Organiser to assess site conditions. Photographs would be taken of each section of the ground 

within the event site footprint and on routes to the site, for the purpose of establishing what 

damage (if any) has happened whilst the event has been on site. All damage attributed to the 

https://www.southwark.gov.uk/culture-and-sport/organise-event-southwark/hire-outdoor-space-southwark
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2024-09/Events%20Environmental%20Sustainability%20Guide%202023%20-%2024.pdf
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2024-09/Events%20Environmental%20Sustainability%20Guide%202023%20-%2024.pdf
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event will need to be fully reinstated by the Event Organiser to the satisfaction of the council’s 

Parks management team. 

 

Appropriate reinstatement is a condition of the Events Licence and a ground deposit is taken 

from the Event Organiser in advance of the event taking place. The deposit is held until all 

reinstatement works have been carried out to the satisfaction of the council’s Parks 

management team. 

If the event takes place, the reinstatement company contracted to undertake works this year will 

be attending site with the Event Organiser and Parks and Events officers to assess any damage 

on Friday 29 August and a reinstatement plan will be agreed and then actioned as quickly as 

possible. Details of the reinstatement plan will be circulated to key stakeholders, so that all 

parties are aware of the works to be carried out and the timeline for completion. 

Ground protection trakway would be installed before any heavy vehicle movement could take 

place on site. Heavy vehicles must always stay on trakway paths.  

Grass tyres must be used on all plant vehicles and machinery. 

 

Litter and environmental responsibility: 

 

Litter: 

 

The Event Organiser must be compliant with any waste management conditions that are 

attached to their Premises Licence. 

The Event Organiser must be compliant with the terms and conditions of their event licence, 

Outdoor Events Policy and the Events Environmental Sustainability Guide in relation to waste 

management. 

 

Litter will be picked inside and outside of the event site. If anyone experiences any issues with 

event-related litter outside of the event site, there will be a dedicated telephone number and 

email address to contact – the Event Organiser will have a litter team who can respond to any 

calls/emails that come in, in real time. The number/email address will be made available if the 

event goes ahead. 

A final check of the event site and surrounding area will be made by Parks and Event Officers to 

ensure all parties are satisfied with the standard of the site clean-up. 

The waste management contractor is: D&D Facilities 

 

There are Premises Licence conditions regarding waste management. Those conditions include: 

 

357 - The Event Safety Management Plan will include details on the following subjects: Event 

Risk Assessments, Event Schedule, Site Plan, Fire Risk Assessment, Security & Crowd 

Management Plan, Drugs Policy, Alcohol Management Plan, Traffic Management Plan, Egress / 

https://www.southwark.gov.uk/culture-and-sport/organise-event-southwark/hire-outdoor-space-southwark
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2024-09/Events%20Environmental%20Sustainability%20Guide%202023%20-%2024.pdf
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Dispersal Plan, Waste Management Plan, Medical Management Plan, Adverse Weather Plan, 

Crisis Communication Plan, Noise Management Plan, Sanitation Plan, Child Welfare/Vulnerable 

Persons Policy. These documents will be ‘living documents’ which will be reviewed and revised 

in the planning phases of the events. 

 

358 - The premises will be run in accordance with the event management plan submitted 

 

387 - The Premises Licence Holder shall have in place an arrangement (contract) with a 

reputable Waste Management Company to manage the event site and externally affected areas 

for the duration of the event and a post event clean up. 

 

Environmental responsibility: 

 

The Event Organiser must comply with the council’s Events Environmental Sustainability Guide.  

 

The Event Organiser will be required to implement site protection measures and employ an 

Ecological Consultant to carry out whichever wildlife or ecological surveys are deemed 

necessary by the council’s Parks and/or Ecology team.  

Any tree work, such as pruning or lifting of branches, would need to be pre-agreed by the 

council’s Arboriculture team. The Event Organiser is required to provide a tree protection plan to 

the council’s Arboriculture team which must be agreed before they can move on to site. 

It is acknowledged that larger events have a bigger environmental impact compared to other 

events that take place in the borough; however, we believe there will be plans in place to 

minimise these impacts and that they are relative and robust. 

 

There will be no idling of engines from stationary vehicles on site (with some exceptions for 

chilled goods vehicles). 

The Event Organiser will provide emissions data to the council as part of a post-event evaluation 

report. 

The Event Organiser will always look to minimise their use of power in the first instance and to 

use the most environmentally friendly power system(s) available to them. 

 

4. Impact on other park users and the local area 
 

Southwark Park is a public amenity space, which is intended to be used for a mixture of 

recreational and community activities, including hosting events. Outdoor events in Southwark 

are well known to support and celebrate diversity and culture and the council strives to facilitate 

a varied and well-managed outdoor events programme for the benefit of local people. 

To help achieve this, a range of community benefits are agreed with this Event Organiser, 

should the event go ahead – please see section 8. 

 

https://www.southwark.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2024-09/Events%20Environmental%20Sustainability%20Guide%202023%20-%2024.pdf
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Loss of Public Amenity Space: 

 

The area of park designated as the Event Site in the attached site plan (Appendix 2) would not 

be accessible for ‘usual use’ for a period of 16 days. 

The decision to permit an event use of a designated space depends on how much space will still 

be available for others, and how many days the event would take compared to the number of 

days left in the year. 

Space: 

The proposed event space takes up approx. 24% of all publicly accessible space – taking into 

account the North and South sides of the park, as they are physically connected and the South 

side can accommodate the various activities that would take place on the North side, ie. picnics, 

games, jogging, sports, dog walking etc. Please note that the % calculation is made by using the 

council’s ‘Southwark Maps’ software and is only intended to be approximate. Buildings, sports 

facilities such as the tennis courts, bowls green and stadium and the Lake within the park have 

not been included in the calculation as these areas are not accessible for what would be classed 

as ‘usual’ park activities. 

Time: 

The 16 days that this event would occupy the site for equates to 4.4% of the calendar year. This 

means that the park would mostly be available for usual use during the remaining 349 days, 

even with a selection of other smaller events taking place throughout the year. It is 

acknowledged that the 16 days are during the school summer holidays, but a majority of the 

park space and all of its amenities (café, playground, tennis courts, cricket cages, green gym, 

sports centre, boating lake) would remain accessible for families to use without interruption. The 

Event Organisers are also supporting the Bermondsey Carnival, which targets children and 

families to enjoy as part of their programming and is free to attend. 

 

Habitual use: 

 

It is understood that some park users prefer to use the North side of the park. It is unavoidable 

that some park users would be required to adjust their use of the Park during this Event. 

However, given that there will still be a high percentage of publicly accessible green space in 

this location that would remain available throughout, we anticipate most people would be able to 

carry out their preferred activities as usual.  

 

Alternative locations: 

It is currently not possible for this event to take place at any other location in the borough in 

2025 due to other event applications. GALA Festival has already taken place at Peckham Rye 

Park (May) and we are currently processing and application for Boiler Room, Jazz Café and 

Maiden Voyage at Burgess Park (August). 
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Steel shield fencing: 

 

This event requires the installation of a steel-shield fencing perimeter as both a safety and 

privacy requirement. It is necessary to manage people both inside and outside of the event 

space and to protect equipment and infrastructure within the event space.  

 

Formal sports: 

 

The event would not disturb any formal tennis, cricket or tag rugby bookings. 

 

The event organisers will liaise with the Bowls Club, to ensure any disruption is kept to a 

minimum, as they usually do. 

 

Children’s playground and gallery: 

 

Access to the playground and gallery would not be affected. 

 

Café: 

 

Access to the café would not be affected. 

 

Car Park: 

 

Access to the car park on Hawkestone Road would not be affected. 

 

5. Noise 
 

The Event Organiser is required to provide a Noise Management Plan (NMP), which must be 

reviewed and agreed by Southwark’s Environmental Protection Team (EPT).  

 

The Event Organiser has the responsibility to assess the anticipated impact of noise from their 

event and will contract a specialist noise consultant who will produce the site-specific Noise 

Management Plan (NMP) in order to do this.  

 

The Event Organiser’s noise monitoring contractor is Joynes Nash who have extensive 

experience consulting for Event Organisers delivering this type and scale of event. 

 

Noise sensitive premises have to be identified in the NMP and maximum decibel (dB) levels 

allowed at the nearest noise sensitive premises are agreed by the council. The decibel levels for 

this event would be: LAeq, 15min 75 dB. These decibel limits are usually set in line with other 

similar outdoor venues across London – eg. Peckham Rye Park (Southwark), Burgess Park 
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(Southwark), Morden Park (Merton), Brockwell Park (Lambeth), Streatham Common (Lambeth), 

Victoria Park (Tower Hamlets), Shoreditch Park (Hackney), Hackney Marshes (Hackney), Three 

Mills Green (Newham), Lloyd Park (Walthamstow). 

The set noise monitoring points for this event would be: 

MP1 – Matson House, Slippers Place 

MP2 – Arica House, Slippers Place 

MP3 – Moreton House, Slippers Place 

MP4 – 254 Jamaica Road 

MP5 – 281 Jamaica Road 

MP6 – Pilgrim House, 16 Mayflower Street 

MP7 – Mariner House, 17 Rupack Street 

MP8 – Neptune Street 

MP9 – 1 to 4 Ann Moss Way 

MP10 – 64 to 68 Ann Moss Way 

 

The finish times of 10:30pm for the commercial events are the same for other events taking 

place in Southwark and across London. 

 

The NMP is produced in liaison with the council’s Environmental Protection Team and is under 

development. 

 

The Event Organiser would have to comply with the noise management conditions attached to 

their Premises Licence. Those conditions include: 

 

316 - No waste glass or similar items shall be disposed of (“bottling out”) between the hours of 

20:00 – 08:00 

323 - The Premises Licence Holder will ensure that regular checks are to be carried out at a 

distance of 1m from the façade of the nearest noise sensitive locations to the event (e.g. 

houses, residential homes, churches as described in the NMP) to monitor the noise and ensure 

that the limits agreed are not exceeded. 

356 - An event and site-specific Event Safety Management Plan will be developed and shared 

with the Licensing Authority and SAG. 

357 - The ESMP will include details on the following subjects: Event Risk Assessments, Event 

Schedule, Site Plan, Fire Risk Assessment, Security & Crowd Management Plan, Drugs Policy, 

Alcohol Management Plan, Traffic Management Plan, Egress / Dispersal Plan, Waste 

Management Plan, Medical Management Plan, Adverse Weather Plan, Crisis Communication 

Plan, Noise Management Plan, Sanitation Plan, Child Welfare/Vulnerable Persons Policy. These 

documents will be ‘living documents’ which will be reviewed and revised in the planning phases 

of the events. 

358 - The premises will be run in accordance with the event management plan submitted 
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377 - The PLH will be required to employ a Noise Management Consultant who shall produce a 

Noise Management Plan (NMP). 

 

378 - The Noise Management Consultant will carry out a test of the noise sources prior to the 

event. The tests shall be conducted at a distance of 1m from the façade of the nearest noise 

sensitive premises. 

 

379 - The PLH will ensure an officer from Environmental Protection Team (EPT) is invited to the 

proposed sound tests prior to the event (preferably one day before the event). 

 

380 - The PLH shall ensure that all reasonable requests from the Council Officers are complied 

with. 

 

381 - At least one week prior to the beginning of the event, a leaflet drop is to be made to 

households in the immediate area. The leaflet is to include a timetable and description of each 

performance and the contact telephone numbers. 

 

382 - The PLH should ensure that the music noise level limits proposed in the noise 

management plan are not exceeded during the event. 

 

383 - The volume of all sound equipment on site shall be the responsibility of the Noise 

Management Consultant appointed by the PLH. 

 

384 - No additional sound equipment (other than that described in the ESMP/NMP) shall be 

used on site without the prior agreement of the council's EPT and the appointed Noise 

Management Consultant. 

 

385 - The appointed Noise Management Consultant shall continually monitor noise levels at the 

sound mixer position and instruct the sound engineer accordingly to ensure that the above noise 

limits are not exceeded. The Council shall have access to the results of the noise monitoring at 

any time. 

 

386 - The Noise Management Plan (NMP) will need to be agreed with Southwark EPT no later 

than 14 days prior to any event taking place. 

 

346 - Public access to the area of the park that this licence specifies during build and break 

periods, access will be restricted. Sound checks may take place in advance of the event with 

permission from the local authority 

 

In relation to condition 346, the Event Organiser will be applying for sound checks on most days 

- these will be confirmed in the run up to the event and communicated in a resident information 

letter if the event goes ahead. 
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This event has taken place in Southwark Park previously and the Event Organiser has not been 

held in breach of any of the Premises Licence conditions relating to noise, at any point. 

 

Reporting noise nuisance: 

The noise consultants (Joynes Nash) will respond to anyone who contacts a dedicated 

community hotline number and attend their location to take a noise reading. The community 

hotline number will be communicated to local residents by way of an information leaflet at least a 

month prior to the event taking place if the event goes ahead. 

The Event Organiser’s noise monitoring team will have a direct line of communication to the 

council’s Noise and Nuisance team to jointly monitor and respond to complaints if and when 

required. 

The council’s Noise Nuisance team can be contacted by phoning: 0207 525 5777 or emailing: 

noiseandnuisance@southwark.gov.uk but please note that the quickest way to address noise 

issues in real time is to call the dedicated community hotline number.  

 

Both the Event Organiser and the council’s Noise and Nuisance team can also be contacted on 

build and break days. People experiencing noise nuisance from activity associated with event 

production activity are able to report it. 

 

Impact of noise: 

 

When assessing the impact of noise, it is acknowledged by the council that there is a range of 

sensitivities amongst residents, and this is taken into account when considering the level of 

disturbance that would be caused by the event. 

 

6. Safety and Security 
 

The Event Operators are required to provide an Event Safety Management Plan (ESMP) that 

must be agreed by Southwark’s Safety Advisory Group (SAG). The SAG includes 

representatives from the council’s Emergency Planning and Community Safety teams, the 

Metropolitan Police, the London Ambulance Service and the London Fire Brigade. The ESMP 

must include appropriate event risk assessments and fire risk assessments. 

 

The event will not go ahead unless all members of the SAG are satisfied with final event plans. 

 

Concerns about drugs and bad behaviour in the local area: 

 

The Event Organiser is required to provide an adequate number of Security Industry Authority 

(SIA) licensed personnel and produce an alcohol and drugs policy to safeguard those attending 

the event and members of the local community and to reduce the potential for criminal and 

mailto:noiseandnuisance@southwark.gov.uk
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antisocial activity inside and outside of the event site. These requirements are overseen by the 

Metropolitan Police and the event would not go ahead should risks be deemed to be sufficiently 

high. The Police have not specifically highlighted to us that there has been an increase in crime 

in the local area when this event has taken place previously and they continue to have oversight 

of event plans for this year. 

 

The Event Organiser would have to comply with the safety and security conditions attached to 

their Premises Licence. Those conditions include: 

 

356 - An event and site-specific Event Safety Management Plan (ESMP) will be developed and 

shared with the Licensing Authority and SAG. 

 

357 - The ESMP will include details on the following subjects: Event Risk Assessments, Event 

Schedule, Site Plan, Fire Risk Assessment, Security & Crowd Management Plan, Drugs Policy, 

Alcohol Management Plan, Traffic Management Plan, Egress / Dispersal Plan, Waste 

Management Plan, Medical Management Plan, Adverse Weather Plan, Crisis Communication 

Plan, Noise Management Plan, Sanitation Plan, Child Welfare/Vulnerable Persons Policy. These 

documents will be ‘living documents’ which will be reviewed and revised in the planning phases 

of the events. 

 

358 - The premises will be run in accordance with the event management plan submitted 

 

359 - A suitable and experienced security and stewarding company will be appointed to ensure 

public safety and to prevent crime and disorder. 

 

360 - The ESMP Security & Crowd Management Plan (CMP) will outline the number, position 

and roles of the Security and Stewarding staff working at the event. 

 

367 - An event and site-specific Risk Assessment (RA) and Fire Risk Assessment (FRA) will be 

undertaken and implemented. 

 

373 - Stewards and Marshals will be deployed to manage the egress phase of the events. These 

Stewards and Marshals will wear Hi-Visibility tabards. The number, role and position of these 

staff will be detailed in the ESMP. 

 

The Metropolitan Police do not have a direct role in the security and stewarding of this event. 

However, they will deploy officers to monitor the event as standard practice and this is funded 

via The National and International Capital City (NICC) grant, which is provided to help cover any 

additional costs of policing London as a capital city, including national policing activities, major 

events, and significant protests. 
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7. Traffic and transport management 
 

The Event Organiser is required to produce a Traffic and Transport Management Plan for this 

event (TTMP). The TTMP is reviewed by the council’s Highways, Network Management and 

Parking Services teams and Transport for London (TFL). TFL in particular assess the impact on 

local transport hubs and will not agree to the event taking place if the anticipated pressure on 

transport hubs is considered too much. 

 

No road closures are required for this event. Data captured in 2024 has shown that the road 

closures that were put in place along Culling Road, Gomm Road and Ann Moss Way, for Friday’s 

event last year, are not required this year. 

 

Most event attendees are expected to travel to the event site using the very well-connected 

public transport links around the park. 

 

It is proposed that the same section of the Carriageway inside the park that was used in 2024, is 

used again for a taxi and private hire vehicle pick up and drop off (PUDO) point. Some parking 

restrictions would apply along the Carriageway to facilitate this. Approximately 5% of event 

attendees are expected to make use of the PUDO facility. 

 

Bicycle hire operators: 
 
To mitigate against various negative experiences of management of e-bikes at this event and 
other events, which have taken place in the borough (mostly with Lime Bikes) previously, the 
following measures are currently being considered by the council’s Highways and Events teams:  
 

• An action plan for large scale events to be agreed as part of the council’s Safety Advisory 
Group review and monitoring process. The plan would set out exclusion zones and staffing 
requirement 

• Memorandum of Understanding drawn up between bike hire companies and Event Operators 
and agreed by the council  

• Council to impose penalties for breach of agreements if appropriate  

• Failure of bike hire companies to adhere to agreed terms to result in permission to operate in 
the immediate vicinity of the event area being withdrawn  

 

There are conditions attached to the Premises Licence that relate to traffic and transport 

management.  These conditions include: 

 

356 - An event and site-specific Event Safety Management Plan will be developed and shared 

with the Licensing Authority and SAG. 
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357 - The ESMP will include details on the following subjects: Event Risk Assessments, Event 

Schedule, Site Plan, Fire Risk Assessment, Security & Crowd Management Plan, Drugs Policy, 

Alcohol Management Plan, Traffic Management Plan, Egress / Dispersal Plan, Waste 

Management Plan, Medical Management Plan, Adverse Weather Plan, Crisis Communication 

Plan, Noise Management Plan, Sanitation Plan, Child Welfare/Vulnerable Persons Policy. These 

documents will be ‘living documents’ which will be reviewed and revised in the planning phases 

of the events. 

 

358 - The premises will be run in accordance with the event management plan submitted 

 

376 - The Traffic Management Plan (TMP) will be developed following consultation with 

Southwark Highways and Parking departments as well as TfL. The TMP will be adhered to 

during the event 

 

8. Community benefits 
 

Information about opportunities that benefit residents and the local area can be found on the 

RALLY community web page, which is updated regularly through the application process: 

 

Community | RALLY 

 

• Bermondsey Carnival 
 

The event organisers support the planning and enable the delivery of the Bermondsey Carnival 

by providing professional services and free use of the event site. 

 

• Tickets for local residents: 
 

Discounted tickets for RALLY 2025 are issued on a first come first served basis, these are 
available to local residents within the Bermondsey & Rotherhithe areas who live within a set 
radius of the park.  
 
Please check the RALLY 2025 Community web page for more information on resident tickets: 
 
https://rallyrallyrally.co.uk/page/community  
 
Body Movements & Piano People 
 
Please check the RALLY 2025 Community web page for more information on how to apply for 
resident tickets for both these events. The information will be live on the website by Wednesday 
2nd July. 

https://rallyrallyrally.co.uk/page/community
https://rallyrallyrally.co.uk/page/community
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https://rallyrallyrally.co.uk/page/community  
 
Please direct all resident ticket enquiries to: hello@rallyrallyrally.co.uk  

 

• Employment for local people: 
 

There will be opportunities for local people to be employed at the event. The Event Organisers 
aim to staff the event locally wherever possible, using local production crew and security, bar 
and ticketing staff. The Event Organisers are working with the providers of these services to 
continue to target local people for recruitment by advertising jobs locally and jobs being awarded 
to the most local applicants, if suitably skilled, in the first instance.  
 
The Event Organisers commit to ensuring all primary suppliers and agencies pay London Living 
Wage as a minimum. 
 
If you would like to apply for work at the event please go to the RALLY community web page 
and scroll down to the ‘Work at RALLY’ section, or contact: community@rallyrallyrally.co.uk  

 

• Opportunities for local businesses: 
 

Local businesses, such as cafes, shops and bars/restaurants are expected to have an increase 
in trade due to event staff and event attendees spending on their way to and from the event site. 

 

• Income through site hire and environmental impact fees: 
 

a) The site hire fee goes directly to supporting the delivery of the council’s Events service, 

b) which supports the delivery of up to 100 free-to-attend community events per year 

c) The site hire fee goes directly to supporting the provision of a grants fund – the Cultural 

d) Celebrations programme 

e) An Environmental Impact Fee (EIF) is charged in addition to the site hire fee and is spent 

directly by the Parks team on projects at Southwark Park 
 

• High quality cultural offering – all of the event days are expected to be well attended by 

people who live in the local area and this is supported by the free and discounted resident 

ticket offers that are available. 
 

• Charity and community partnerships: 
 

RALLY works with BOSCO Youth Centre providing vocational opportunities and artistic 

workshops. In 2024, they sponsored a TATE Collective X BOSCO installation which included 5 

workshops with young people. They also hosted BOSCOFFEE, an internship program at the 

event where income is generated and deliver vocational experience at large event. RALLY also 

https://rallyrallyrally.co.uk/page/community
mailto:hello@rallyrallyrally.co.uk
https://rallyrallyrally.co.uk/page/community
mailto:community@rallyrallyrally.co.uk
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fundraises for Southwark Day Centre for Asylum Seekers - £5,354 since RALLY’s first edition in 

2023. BOSCO will be returning to RALLY working across the whole event series with 

BOSCOFFEE and together with Southwark Park Gallery in the Arts Programme. 

 

If you are interested in finding out more about a charity or community opportunity, please 

contact: hello@rallyrallyrally.co.uk 

 

9. Changes to proposals 
 

The online consultation gave the opportunity for people to request changes to the proposed 

operational plans for the Event. The feedback was: 

 

• Event is too long – reduce the number of days 
 

The proposed event for 2025 includes a programme of event days that mirrors the event in 

which took place in 2024. The event is designed to attract a broad audience, including very local 

audiences to the Bermondsey Carnival. The event organiser submitted an application to hold 

this event in line with that requirement. The application is subject to the outcome of this public 

consultation – please refer to section 2. ‘Consultation process’ for more detail about how the 

consultation process informs decision-making. 

 

• Reduce the opening hours – impose earlier closing times 
 

The proposed opening hours for both the commercial event days and the Bermondsey Carnival 

are in line with other similar events taking place in Southwark and across London.  

 

• Lower sound limits 
 

Decibel levels are agreed by the council’s Environmental Protection team and noise control is 

regulated by the Premises Licence, which is awarded by the council’s Licensing team. Please 

refer to section 5. ‘Noise’ for more detail. 

 

• Don’t use the gate at Moreton/Kirby Estate for artist’s entrance 
 

Following feedback from the residents who attended the community engagement session, this 

gate will no longer be used. Artists will now access the event site using a main gate. 

 

10. Support for the event 

 

mailto:hello@rallyrallyrally.co.uk
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The online consultation gave people the opportunity to express their support for the event 

proposals. The feedback was: 

 

• Good for the local economy – supports small businesses 

• Culturally important 

• Generates income for local authority 
 

Conclusion: 

 

We hope that this report has addressed concerns and questions if you have raised them or been 

informative in general. There will be a further period of consultation for feedback on this report. 

This consultation period will be open between Thursday 26 June 2025 until Friday 11 July 

2025. If you would like to provide feedback, please email: events@southwark.gov.uk with the 

subject heading ‘RALLY 2025 consultation’. 

 

The Event Organiser will be hosting a second community engagement meeting: 

 

When: Tuesday 8th July between 12pm - 2pm and 5pm - 7pm 

Where: The venue is still to be confirmed but details will be communicated to the RALLY 
stakeholder list and anyone else who RSVP’s to the meeting. 
 

If you would like to attend, please RSVP to:   

 

community@rallyrallyrally.co.uk  

 

This will be an opportunity for the council and the Event Organisers to update on the application 

and consultation process and answer any further questions about event plans. 

 

The council will make a final decision as to whether an Events Licence will be granted at the 

earliest Monday 14 July 2025. 

 

If you do not have access to a computer, or email account, please contact us on: 020 7525 3422 

and we will arrange an alternative way for you to submit your feedback. Please note that this 

phone is not always staffed, so if no one answers, please leave a message and we will respond 

as quickly as we can. 

 

If you would like to keep up to date with information about this event, please visit this web page: 

 

(1) Project: Major scale commercial event application - RALL... | London Borough of Southwark 

mailto:events@southwark.gov.uk
mailto:community@rallyrallyrally.co.uk
https://engage.southwark.gov.uk/en-GB/projects/rally2025
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If you have any questions about the information provided here, or about the consultation 

process, please email: events@southwark.gov.uk or call: 020 7525 3422. 

 

Kind regards, 

Southwark Events Team. 

 

mailto:events@southwark.gov.uk

