Disabled People’s Action Forum 16.07.26 Minutes Easy Read

What the meeting was about
KeyRing welcomed everyone to the housing forum.
There were 3 guest speakers:
· JoshyBoyLegacy
· Southwark Group of Tenants Organisations, also called SGTO
· London Renters Union

Southwark Council repairs survey
Southwark Council wants to hear what residents think about repairs.
The survey asks about:
· how people report repairs
· repair appointments
· how repair work is done
· whether repairs are finished properly
People who complete the survey can enter a draw to win a £100 voucher.
(300) Project: Southwark Repairs and Maintenance Policy | London Borough of Southwark

What happened at the meeting
The meeting included:
· a presentation from SGTO
· a question and answer session
· presentations from JoshyBoyLegacy and London Renters Union
· a short break
· an update from the Housing Working Group
· small discussion groups
· a discussion with D/deaf BSL users
Southwark Group of Tenants Organisations
SGTO supports tenants and residents in Southwark.
They help people and tenant groups speak up about housing issues.
SGTO can help with:
· free support and advice
· help with tenant and resident associations
· help with grant applications
· support over problems with the Council
· equipment hire
· campaigning for housing rights
You can contact SGTO by email at Joshua@sgto.co.uk or by phone on 0207 639 6718.

London Renters Union
London Renters Union supports renters in London.
They want everyone to have a home that is:
· affordable
· safe
· secure
· in good condition
They run peer support meetings every other Tuesday.
At peer support meetings, renters can get advice and support each other.
You can follow London Renters Union on Instagram here: https://www.instagram.com/lewishamlru/?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet
You can email London Renters Union at lewisham@londonrentersunion.org or call Pete 07518760782.
You can join London Renters Union here: Join us | London Renters Union. There are suggested monthly payments, but people can choose a lower amount if they need to.

JoshyBoyLegacy
Website: https://joshyboylegacy.co.uk/
JoshyBoyLegacy gives advice and support about housing and other issues.
They can help with:
· housing advice
· aids and adaptations in social housing
· aids and adaptations in private housing
· Special educational needs support
· welfare benefits information
· signposting to other services
· referrals
· community wellbeing and peer support
They can also help people understand the housing process.
You can email JoshyBoyLegacy at info@joshyboylegacy.co.uk. 

Housing Working Group update
The Housing Working Group has met 3 times.
The group decided to focus first on housing allocations.
Housing allocations means how people are offered housing.
The group also talked about governance.
Governance means how the forum is organised and how decisions are made.
The forum may work with Community Southwark on this.
If you would like to join the housing group please email disabilityhub@keyring.org

Small discussion groups
People took part in small discussion groups.
Each discussion lasted 15 minutes.
People could talk to:
· London Renters Union
· JoshyBoyLegacy
· Keir from KeyRing
Keir asked people what they want from future forums.

End of the meeting
Everyone was thanked for taking part.
People were reminded to complete feedback forms.
Feedback helps plan future forums.
BSL discussion
BSL users stayed after the meeting for a short discussion.
The discussion was about choosing a D/deaf representative for the Housing Working Group.
The representative would go to Housing Working Group meetings.
The representative would share the views of the D/deaf community.
There is a BSL user who can translate.
At the moment, this means there may only be space for 1 representative.
People talked about what the role would involve.
Names were taken from people who were interested in the role.

